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Page 20, lines 27 to 30—Delete the
interpretation “assotiate member” and
substitute the following:—

“associate member” means a fe-
male member who is entitled to
exercise without restriction all
the privileges of the club that
under its rules female members
may exercise;

Page 21, line 2—Add after the inter-
pretation “honorary member” the fol-
lowing interpretations:—

"ordinary member” means a
member (not being an honorary
or a temporary member) who is
entitled to exercise without re-
striction the full privileges of

the club;
‘‘provisional member” means a
member, whether male or

female, who is entitled to exer-
cise, subject to any restrictions
that the rules of the club may
provide, the full privileges of
the club, and is elected as such
a member;

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 52: Section 185 amended—

The Hon. H. K. WATSON: I would be
obliged if the Minister would have a look
at the conciuding words of this clause.
That is, the words appearing on page 22,
starting from line 23 and continuing to the
end of the clause. That is a new provision
and my query is whether it will preclude,
or possibly cub across, the practice which
is common in some clubs whereby the rules
of the club provide that certain persons
such as the chiefs of the armed forces or
Commonwealth Ministers are automati-
cally and permanently made honorary
members of the club without any further
action having to be taken. It has occurred
to me that the addition of these words
in the section may prevent this practice—
which I understang is rather general at
the moment—being followed in the future.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: It may. The
best suggestion I can make is that I inves-
tigate this point before the Bill passes the
third reading, and, if necessary, make any
alterations. I point out that the same
words were in the original Bill.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: Yes, I am aware
of that.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: If the hon-
ourable member is satisfled I will have a
lock at the point he has made before the
third reading stage is completed.

Clause put and passed,

Bill again reported, with further amend-
ments.

House adjourned at 11.41 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

MALE AND FEMALE NURSES
Salary Discrimination

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister for

Health:

(1) Is he aware that as a result of the
current £3 14s. 8d. per week dis-
parity between the male and fe-
male basic wage—

(a) a trained first-year male
nurse receives that much
more per week than his fe-
male equivalent;
that this disparity is an-
cmalous when the male
nurse is restricted to nurs-
ing male patients only, while
the female nurse requires
much broader training in
regard to both sexes, juve-
nile and adult;

{(c) that a female third-year
student receives 65 per cent.
of the female £11 4s. 1d.
basic wage;

(d) that a female fourth-year
student receives 80 per cent.
of the female £11 4s. 1d.
basic wage;

(e) that & male third-year stud-
ent receives 80 per cent, of
the male £14 18s. 9d. basic
wage;

(f) that a male fourth-year
student receives 95 per cent.
of the male £14 18s. 94. baslc
wage?

(2) Is any consideration being given
to rectifying such apparent dis-
crimination?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) This is a matter for the determin-
ation of the Arbitration Court.

(b

~—r
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MINERAL CLAIMS

Applications by Messrs, Hancock and
Moore

Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is he aware that applications have
been made for mining tenements,
other than by way of lease, for
mineral claims Nos. 888H, 889H,
890H, 891H, 892H, 893H, 884H,
B95H, 896H, 897TH, 898H, 899H, by
Langley George Hancock and
Prank Albert Moore?

(2) Who were the holders of the leases,
as referred to above, prior to
applications by Langley George
Haneock and Frank Albert Moore?

(3) Is it the intention of the appli-
cants, Langley George Hancock
and Frank Albert Moore, to work
mineral deposits referred to if
their applications are successful?

(4) If the answer to Ne. (3) is “Yes,”
will he undertake to see that the
terms of the contract are carried
out, and the working of the leases
commenced as soon as possible?

(8) I it is not the intention of the
applicants to work the leases as
mentjoned, would he undertake to
see that the point is taken into
consideration when applications
are being considered?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) This ground was previously held
by Griffin Coal Mining Company
Ltd. as dredging claims Nos. 41H
and 51H to 58H, inclusive.

(3) to (5) The present applications
have only been lodged, and the
department has ne information at
this stage as to the applicant’s
intentions. Applicants have to
support their applications in the
warden’s court, and the warden's
recommendation, with evidenece, is
submitted to the Minister, who
considers same before making a
decision. If a granted claim is not
subsequently worked in accord-
ance with the labour provisions
under the Act, or exempted from
work, it is open for any miner to
apply for forfeiture.

TRAFFIC OFFENDERS
Instructional Classes

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Police:

(1) What types of traffic offenders are
referred to traffic classes for in-
struction?

(2) Are the offenders prosecuted?

(3) Are similar classes conducted out-
side the metropolitan area?
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Suspension of Licenses

(4) Is any distinction made between
offenders whose livelihood is de-
pendent upon having a driver's
license, and those driving for
pleasure, kefore licenses are sus-
pended?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

(1) Persons who have committed
offences where no element of
danger to other road users is
apparent, and who have not pre-
viously attended such classes.
Their previous good record is also
a factor.

(2) Only if they do not attend the
class to which they are invited.

(3} No.

(4) No.

KINDERGARTENS

Increased Fees, and Government
Assistance

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) Is he aware the Kindergarten
Union is being forced to increase
kindergarten fees to parents using
metropolitan kindergartens?

(2) What assistance has been granted
kindergartens in the current year?

Control in Eastern Stales

(3) Are mnot kindergartens run and
controlled by the Education
Department in the Eastern States?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) It is understood than an increase
is heing considered.

(2) The estimated Government grant
te the Kindergarten Union for
1962-63 is £45,800,

(3) No.

KENT STREET WEIR

Cost of Repairs and Charges for
Water

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) What was the cost of repairs and
reconstruction of the Kent Street
Welr on the Canring River during
the last financial year?

(2) Were these costs contributed to by
the other parties to the original
construction agreement?

(3) Have any increases been imposed
upon charges for water being
drawn from the weir by property
owners located slong the Canning
River?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) £6,854.
(2) and (3) No.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION

Appointment of Mr. J. Coram: Tabling

of File

Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Housing:
Will he lay upon the Table of the
House the file in connection with
the appointment in 1946 of My,
J. Coram as a member of the Stale
Housing Commission?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Yes, for one week,

The file was tabled.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR PASSENGER

TERMINAL

Tenders and Contract for Steel
Framework

Mr, TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) With reference to the replies given
on Thursday, the lst November,
was any part of the contract ob-
tained by J. & E. Ledger Pty. Ltd.
for the supply and erection of the
steel framework of No. 1 terminal
sublet to Saunders & Stewart?

{2) If “Yes,” approximately what pro-
portion?

(3) Was not the amount which was
ultimately paid to J. & E. Ledger
in respect of the contract nearer
£59,000 than £34,110 which latter
fisure was givenr by him last
Thursday?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

(3) No. The amount finally paid to
J. & E. Ledger Pty. Lid. for the
contract plus extras was £34,178
as given in answer to question No.
(2) on the lst November, 1962.

RAILWAYS: ANNUAL LEAVE
Negotiations jor an Extra Week

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) At what stage of negotiations (if
any) on Arbitration Court action
is the rallway employees’ claim
for an extra week's holiday?

(2) Is the Government aware many
agreements have been registered
in recent years for three weeks’
annual leave?

Attitude of Granls Commission

(3) Does the Grants Commission give
additional finance to the States
where railway employees are de-
nied similar margins and working
conditions to those employed in
the standard States?
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. COURT replied:

(1) An application for leave to be
granted to apply to amend the
award in respect of annual leave
has been lodged with the Court
of Arbitration by the unions and
such leave was granted by the
Court on the 2nd November, 1962.

(2) Two weeks' annual leave is the
standard erant in this State and
the Government has no knowledge
of many egreements belng regis-
tered with the State Court of
Arbitration for three weeks' an-
nual leave.

(3) The Grants Commission does not
publish the detalls of its adjust-
ments with respect to State rail-
way finances, but it is understood
that it has regard for levels of
charges and costs of operation. As
the latter is influenced hy condi-
tions of service, any betterment
could result in an increase in the
present adverse adjustment.

SPANISH IMMIGRANTS
Number

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Immigration:

(1) How many Spanish migrants have
now arrived in this State as a re-
suit of the recently instituted pro-
gramme?

(2) What numbers of—

(a) males;
(b) females;

will be added to the work force
as a consequence?

Trade Classification and Employ-
ment
(3) What are the trade categories of
these migrants?
{4) How many havs been settled into
permanent posilions?

Charges at Northam Centre, elc.

(5) What are these migrants charged
for living at the Northam Holden
Migrant Centre?

(6) What are the charges {0 any mig-
rants living at the Graylands
Migrant Centre?

Expected Arrivals

{(T) How many additional
migrants are expected?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1> to (T Al Spanish migrants arriv-
ing in Western Australia are under
the control of the Commonwealth
Government, and the information
requested is not{ recorded by the
State Immigracion Department,
which has no jurisdiction in such
matters.

Spanish
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MILLEN PRIMARY AND INFANTS'

SCHOOLS
Enrolments

10. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

11.

Education:
(1) What were the enrolments of
children commencing school at—
(a) Millen Primary School;
(b) Millen Infants’ School;
for the vears 1960, 1961, and 1962?
12) What are the anticipated enrol-
ments at both schools for 1963?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
a) (b}
Millen Millen
Primary Infants'
(1) 1960 566 160
1961 £07 161
1962 641 161
(2) 1963 665 174
MIGRATION MISSION’S
RECRUITMENTS

Trade Categories

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Immigration:

(1) Further to my question of the
22nd August, 1962, can he now
supply current figures relating to
Nos. (1) and (2) of the question
dealing with the trade categories
of male migrants?

Guarantee of Employment
(2) Is it now possible to indicate the
names of the companies who are
guaranteeing employment to any
of these migrants?

. BOVELL replied:

(1) As at the 31st October, 1962, the
mission has arranged for 485
workers with wives and depend-
ants to migrate to Australia.
Trade classifications are as fol-

lows:—

Boilermakers ... 58
Welders - 80

Electrical installers and
fitters 42
Turners 17
Motor mechanics 17
Fitters 79
Coppersmiths 1
Steel erectors 8
Machinists . 8
Sheet metal workers ... 17
Moulders 6
Panel heaters 1
Blacksmiths 1
Coach builders 2
Coach palinters 2
Process workers 16
Pattern makers 2
Cabinet makers 1
Electronic technicians 1
Bullding tradesmen 136
495

(2) No.
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PERTH AIRPORT
Legisiative Control of Bar

12. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Justice:
Is the bar at Perth Alrport sub-
ject to the provisions of the State
Licensing Act?

Mr. COURT replied:
No. B8ince the coming into op-
eration of the Federal Airports
(Business Concessions) Act, 1959,
the State licensing laws do not
apply to the sale and supply of
liquor at the alrport.

INDUSTRIAL EXTRACTS MILL AT
BODDINGTON

Reopening

13. Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister

14,

for Industrial Development:
What is the position regarding the
opening of the Industrial Extracts
Mill at Boddington?

Mr. COURT replied:

A decision by the company to re-
open Industrial Extracts Mill at
Boddington depends upon the
world market for tannin extract.
There is a gradual improvement,
but large stocks held by the com-
pany require to be cleared first.
Plant design for Boddington is
dependent upon pilot plant work
being conducted by the company
at its Toodyay establishment.
The company hopes to be in a
position to give a firm decision
about the plant reopening after
the return of the managing direc-
tor from overseas during Decem-
ber this year.

HOSPITAL AT BODDINGTON
New Building

Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister

for Health:

When is it intended to make a
start on the building of the new
hospital at Boddington?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Preliminary planning is already
under way and it is expected that
work will commence towards the
end of this financial year.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

PRAWN TRAWLING
Licensing in North-West

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Fisheries:

(1) Has his department made any de-
cision regarding the number of
ljcenses it will issue for prawn
trawling for the 1963 season in the
Shark Bay waters?

(ASSEMBLY.]

(2) If the answer is “Yes,” how many

trawlers will—
(a) be licensed;

(b) operate from shore stations in
Shark Bay and Carnarvon;

(¢) be freezer boats operating
with or without catcher
boats?

(3) Have any licenses been granted;

and, if so, to whom?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

2. Mr.

Ra

I wish to thank the honourable
member for giving me prior notice
of this question. The answers are
as follows:—

(1) Yes.
(2) {(a) 25.
(b) 17,

(¢) 7 without catcher boats.
One license has not yet been
allocated.

{3) No licenses have been granted.
The undermentioned have
been advised that they will be
permitted to trawl for prawns
in the Shark Bay-Carnarvon
area ;-— No. of

Boats
Nor’. W&t Whaling
Com
Planet Flsheﬂes,
Shark Bay .
Eureka Fishing Com-
pany e
Poole's F15her1es ..
Kingfisher Corpora-
tion .. .. .
M. de Sousa ..
R. J. Phllllps
Ocean Trawling Com-
pany
Tropical Traders Ltd.
T, Doak
W.P. &D. 1. Goode

RAIL. AND BUS SERVICES
Weekly Concession Tickets

NIMMO asked the Minister for
ilways:

Has the Government given con-
sideration to the suggestion I put
forward regarding a comprehen-
sive ticket at a special rate to en-
courage tourists and others to use
rail and bus services within a fairly
extensive area along the lines of
the scheme practised in some parts
of America and known by such
names as '“90 days for 90 dollars™?

. COURT replied:

I thank the honourable member

for giving me notice of this ques-

tion. The answer is as follows:—
Yes. The Metropolitan Trans-
port Trust and Rallways Depart-
ment have investigated this sug-
gestion and arrangements are

= ok ek b th
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now in hand to introduce a
scheme for provision of weekly
tickets.

These tickets will he avaflable
for unrestricted travel on trains
gnd Metropolitan Transport
Trust buses within a 30-mile
radius of Perth at a cost of £2
5s. per ticket.

This scheme will be introduced
on Monday next and visitors to
Perth during the Commonweaith
Games perlod will be able to
avail themselves of this travel
arrangement.

In the light of experience two-
weekly and monthly tickets may
be introduced with a graduated
scale of fares to further encour-
age use of the services.

UNEMPLOYED CHILDREN

Number and Governmeni’s Intention
Mr. WILD (Minister for Lahour): The

week before last the Leader of the
Opposition asked two questions
pertaining to the number of young
boys and girls still registered for
employment to the 30th Septem-
ber, 1962; and he also asked
what the Government intended to
do to organise employment for
these people, Mr. Baden-White,
the Western Australian director,
has submitted the following
answers;—

(1) and (2) Two hoys and 18 girls.

A further 5 boys and 8 girls
have re-registered for a re-
peat placement. These figures
include all offices of the Com-
monwealth Employment Ser-
vice, both metropolitan and
country, as at the 30th Sep-
tember, 1962.
The majority of these young
peonle are subject to some
placement disability such as a
physical or mental handicap,
or insistence upon specific em-
ployment.

(3) The vigorous industrial de-
velopment policy of the Gov-
ernment has apparently cared
for these young people,

NATIVE FLORA: PROTECTION

Government's Intention

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Premier:

Following the defeat of the Native
Flora Protection Act Amendment
Bill in another place, can he in-
form the House what steps the
Government is going to take to
protect wildflowers in the State of
Western Australia?

Mr. BRAND replied:

We have to accept the decision of
the Upper House as we have had
to do on other occasions. We will
examine ways and means of pro-
tecting our wildflowers in the
period between this and the next
sesslon of Parliament, when we
hope to reintroduce legislation.

Mr, OLDFIELD asked the Premder:

(1) Further to the protection of our
wildfiowers, is there not sufficient
power under existing legislation
for full protection to be given to
the wildflowers in Western Aus-
tralia?

(2) If so, why does the Government
not force people who are em-
powered under the Act to make
sure our wildflowers are fully
protected?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) and (2) The position is being
examined at the present time.
These points were made in the As-
sembly at the time of the dehate;
and I can only say that the deci-
sion of the Council was a regret-
table one. However, in the mean-
time we might appesal to the pub-
lic of Western Australia and fo
visitors to do what they can to
preserve our local flora.

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Unveiling and Fulure of Plague

Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for

Railways:
At yesterday’s ceremony in con-
nection with the standard gauge
railway a plaque was unveiled. Is
it true that this plaque will be
shifted to another site. and, if this
is correct, why did not the unveijl-
ing take place at a site where the
plaque would not have to be
shifted?

Mr. COURT veplied:

It is intended the plaque will be
erected at a place where it will
be accessible to the public, when
the work on the project has been
completed.

Mr. J. Hegney: At another ceremony,
possibly in Northam!

Mr. COURT: With the hlasting to a
depth of 80 ft. which is to take
place there, it will be realised that
it is impracticable to leave the
plagque where it is. I meant to
mention at the ceremony that the
plague would be removed; but
most people seemed to take it for
granted in discussion afterwards
that the plague would be shifted
to a more suitable place.
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Incidentally, the local authority
has made an approach to the Gov-
ernment to assist in finding a
place which will be accessible to
the public; and that local autho-
Tity would like to have an addi-
tional plagque arranged to give
visitors an indication of the his-
toric significance of the piece of
ground cn which the undertaking
is being commenced.

MINERAL CLAIMS

Applications by Messrs. Hancock and
Moare

7. Mr, HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:
With regard to my question No.
2 on today’s notice paper, I believe
the leases referred to were held
by Hancock, Jackson, and Moore.
Can the Minister refute this?

. BOVELL replicd:
I was replying on behalf of the
Minister for Mines. That was the
information given to me, and I
have no further comment to make.

Tonkin: Is not the matter sub
fudice?

ACTS AMENDMENT (SUPER-
ANNUATION AND PENSIONS)
BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Brand
{Treasurer), and read a first time.

Second Reading

MR. BRAND (Greenough—Treasurer)
7453 pm.}: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

In moving the second reading, I would
like to point out that the measure has two
objectives. The first is {0 remove cerfain
anomalies which exist in the henefits now
payable under present legislation, and the
second is to increase the rates of pension
for all pensioners covered by the Super-
apnuation and Family Benefits Act, 1938-
1861, the Superannuation Act, 1871-1860,
and the Government Employees' Pensions
Act, 1948-1957. It is proposed to amend
each of these measures, and for this pur-
pose the Bill contains three separate parts.

Part I deals with the Superannuation
and Family Benefits Act, 1938-1961 which
provides for superannuation benefits to
persons in permanent Government employ-
ment following retirement on or after the
1st July, 1939. The scheme laid down by
the 1938 Act is a contributory one and
benefits are governed by the number of
units for which a contributor elects. At
present an anomaly exists with respeet
to pensioners under the 1938 Act who con~
tributed for seven units of superannuation

Mr,
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or less inasmuch as those persons who
commenced on pension after the lst Janu-
ary, 1958, receive a smaller pension than
those who retired prior to that date. The
difference in weekly persion ranges from
2s. 6d. per week in the case of seven units
of pension up to 15s. per week where the
entitlement is for two units of pension.

These differences are due to units being
valued at 15s. per week plus & flat supple-
mentation of pension by £1 per week where
pension cominenced bhefore the lst Janu-
ary, 1958, in comparison with a unit valye
of 17s. 6d. per week without supplementa-
tion in those cases where pension com-
menced after the 1st January, 1958. This
difference in treatment between pensioners
has caused more dissatisfaction than any
other feature of the 1928 Act #nd corres-
pondence is continually being received
seeking removal of the anomaly which was
created on the 1st January, 1958.

I think most members have received or
have heard of complaints from four-unit
pensioners who retired after the 1st Janu-
ary, 1958, and who cannot understand why
they receive a pension of £3 10s. per week
whilst colleagues or workmates who retired
before the 1st January, 1958, receive £4 per
week. This difference of 10s. per week in
pension exists between the pre-1958 group
and the post-1958 group, despite the fact
that members of both groups may have
been contributors to the superannuation
fund for the same period and accordingly
have contributed equal amounts to the
fund.

In order to remove the anomaly and
at the same time provide for a modest in-
crease in all pensions, irrespective of the
number of units, it is proposed to increase
the value of each of the first two units to
285. 94. per week, and to fix the value of
each of the next five units at 155. Units
in excess of seven are to remain at their
present value of 17s. 6d. each. Now the
effect of this proposal will be to vary the
average value of each unit according to
the number taken out by the contributor.
For example, the average value of each
unit will be—

28s. 9d. per week for 2 units.
21s. 104d. per week for 4 units,
19s. T7d. per week for 6 units.
18s. 9d. per week for 8 units.
18s. 6d. per week for 10 units.
18s. per week for 20 units.

17s. 1. per week for 30 units

and approximately 17s. 9d. per week for
42 units of pension which is the maximum
entitlement under the Act.

In the case of ex-contributors who re-
tired before the 1st January, 1958, an in-
crease of 7s. 6d. per week will be paid
to those with an entitlement of seven or
less units, whilst the increase will be 10s,
per week where the entitlement is eight
units or more.
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For those who retired after the 1st Janu-
ary, 1958, the increase in the weekly pen-
sion will range from £1 2s. 6d. where the
entitlement is two units, down to 10s.
where the entitlement is seven units or
more. It is to be noted that ex-contribu-
tors with seven or less units who retired
after the 1lst January, 1958, are to receive
the greater benefit, but in this respect it
must be remembered that those persons
who retired before that date have drawn
supplementary beneflts in the past which
have not been enjoyed by those who re-
tired after the Ist January, 1958,

The new scale will place all pensions on
exactly the same footing, and it will com-
pletely remove the anomalies to which I
referred a short time ago; and in this
respect I will again make reference to the
four-unit pensioner.

Under the proposed new scale, each
four-unit pensioner is to receive £4 7s. 6d.
per week in the future, which in the case
of the person who retired hefore the 1st
January, 1958, means an increase of 7s. 6d.
per week, and where retirement took place
after the 1st January, 1958, the increase
will be 17s. 6d. per week. This action will
remove the difference in treatment which
has caused so much dissatisfaction and
for this reason alone should commend
itself {0 members.

A total of 2,792 pensioners will benefit
from the proposed new rates at an annuatl
cost to Consolidated Revenue of £66,000
which, of course, will increase with the
passage of time as existing contributors
retire. Anomalies also exist at the pre-
sent time with respect to existing widows’
pensions on the lower rates. An example
is iin the case of an entitlement of two
units,

One class of widow on two units receives
a weekly pension of £1 15s., another £1 5s.,
and yet ancther £1 2s. This odd situation
is the result of the flat supplementation
of pensions prior to the 1st January, 1958.
It is proposed to remove this extraordi-
nary anomaly, and a number of others,
by adjusting widows’ rates to 22/35ths of
the rates now proposed for ex-contribu-
tors; and the Bill provides accordingly.
In this way all anomalies in the way of
widows' benefits will be completely elimi-
nated. Increases to widows will range
from 1s. 2d. per week to 145. 2d. per
week according to individual unit entitle-
ment, and the date when pension first
commenced.

As is the case with ex-contributors, the
greater benefits will accrue te those on
the lower rates of pension, where pay-
ment first commenced after the 1st Jan-
uary, 1958. Here again it must be remem-
bered that those whose pensions com-
menced before the 1st January, 1958, have
been receiving supplementary benefits
which were denied to those who com-
menced on pension after that date. The
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annual cost to Consolidated Revenue of
implementing the proposal will be £32,000,
and 1,788 widows will benefit.

Part IT of the Bill is concerned with the
Superannuation Act, 1871-1960. Under the
provisions of this Ac¢t free personal pen-
sions are provided for all officers who
served in an 'established capacity” prior
to the 17th April, 1905, There are now 167
pensioners drawing benefits under the 1871
Act, and although the number is small
the greatest pressure for pension increases
has come from this group.

Members will recall that in 1960 the
Act was amended to place the 1871 pen-
sioners on a similar basis {o that apply-
ing to the 1938 Act pensioners. The ef-
fect of the 1960 amendment was (o grant
to each 1871 pensioner the number of units
of superannuation under the 1938 Act
which would have been necessary at the
time of his retirement to give him the same
original pension as granted under the
1871 Act. The increases in unit values since
the date of a pensioner’s retirement were
then applied in order to determine the
appropriate current pension.

The application of this method resulted
in about 60 per cent. of 1871 pensioners
receiving increases; whilst the balance,
who were on the lower rates of benefit,
received no insrease as they had been well
treated in the past in comparison with
the lower-graded pensioners under the
19238 Act. Although the 1871 pensioners
as a bhody were not satisfied with the
treatment accorded them in 1960, I now
understand that they are prepared to ac-
cept the situation but have suggested that
consideration be given to compensating
them with respect to widows' benefits,

Under the 1871 Act there are no widows’
benefits and the pension dies with the
pensioner. However, it was possible for
an employee who was eligible for benefits
under the 1871 Act to contribute to the
Superannuation Fund to provide for pay-
ment to his widow of a pension under the
1938 Act. Some of these contributors have
outlived their wives and they now seek a
refund of contributions plus interest. Re-
funds are also sought where wives are still
living plus widows’ pension bhenefits at
the cost of the State should they survive
their hushands.

As the Government sees the position, the
1871 pensioner had the opportunity of con-
tributing for a pension for his widow after
the 1938 Act came into operation. If he
did contribute then his widow receives the
benefits applicable under the 1938 Act.
If his wife predeceases him he is in exactly
the same position as a normal contributor
under the 1938 Act in similar circum-
stances, and is certainly not entitled to a
refund of contributions.

If the 1871 pensicner did not contribute
for a pension for his wife he is in exactly
the same position as a person who declinesg
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to take out units under the 1938 Act, and
he should not expect the State to accept
responsibility for his widow. It may be
argued that the 1871 pensioner who re-
tired before the 1938 Act came into being
did not have the opportunity of covering
his wife for widows' benefits. This is so,
but here I must draw attention to the
fact that a similar state of affairs existed
in relation to all Government employees
at that time,

Between the 17th April, 1905, and the
1st July, 1939, there was no pensions
scheme in operation for State employees,
and employees who commenced service with
the Government after 1505, and retired be-
fore 1939, received no pension whatsoever
from the State. Therefore the 1871 pension-
er who retired before the 1st July, 1939, is
in no worse position with respect to widows*
benefits than many others who also re-
tired before that date. The Government
therefore is firmly of the opinion that the
1871 pensioners have no legitimate claim
for special consideration in respect of
widows benefits.

The principle adopted in the 1960 legis-
lation of relating the 1871 pensions to the
1938 pensions has been maintained in the
provisions of this Bill, which will mean
that each 1871 Act pensioner with an
equivalent entitlement of seven or less
units will receive an increase of 7s. 6d. per
week. Pensions which are equivalent to
eight or more units will be increased by
10s. per week. The reason for the higher
increase in the case of entitlements of
elght or more units is that pensioners with
seven or less units have been recelving
higher benefits in the past because of sup-
plementary payments.

Under the provisions contained in this
Bill, 20 of the 1871 pensioners will receive
increases of 7s. 6d. per week, and the re-
maining 147 will have their pensions in-
creased by 10s. per week. The annual cost
to Consolidated Revenue will be £4,200.

Part IIT of the Bill deals with the group
of pensioners who receive pensions under
the Government Employees’ Pensions Act,
1948-1957. Under this Act free personal
pensions equivalent to a four-unit pension
under the Superannunation and Family
Benefits Act are provided to wages em-
ployees who were employed prior to the
17th April, 1905. As a four-unit pension
under the 1338 Act is to be lifted to £4 Ts.
6d. per week, each of the pensioners under
the 1948 Act will receive an increase of
7s. 6d. per week in accordance with the
provisions of the Bill.

The present number of pensioners is 15
and the annual cost of implementing the
proposal will therefore approximate £300
per annum. The total annual cost of Im-
plementing the proposals contained in the
Bill will approximate £102,500, and 4,762
persons will benefit from the proposals. As
the new rates of pensions are to operate on
and from the 28th December, 1962, in the
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case of the 1938 and 1948 Act pensioners,
and from the 1st January, 1963, for the
1871 pensioners, the cost of implementing
the proposals in this financial year will
approximate £51,000. In this respect the
Budget for 1962-63 contains an allowance
of £50,000 for this purpose.

It would seem that this Bill will at least
remove many of the anomalies about which
I have received complaints from pensioners
who beneflt under the three Acts men-
tioned in the Bill,

I should like to pay a compliment to the
Treasury officers who have spent so much
time in trying to resolve some of the diffi-
culties which have existed under this Act.
Although in some cases the Increases are
very small, as T have already announced, on
the other hand there are some substantial
increases as compared with the actual pen-
sion itself. I am sure this will offer some
relief to the difficulties in which certain
of our ex-State employees find themselves.

Mr. Brady: Can the Treasurer tell me
whether the Commonwealth Social Service
Department will make reductions in pen-
stons because of an Increase in superan-
nuation payments?

Mr. BRAND: I would say the Common-
wealth is not likely to amend its Act, but I
am sure these increases have been made
after due consideration of the point which
the honourable member has raised, and
that we have had regard for the Common-
wealth Social Services contributions, and
the means test which eapplies.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Hawke (Leader of the Opposition).

ACTS AMENDMENT (SUPER-
ANNUATION AND PENSIONS)
BILL
Message: Appropriation
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Reserves Bill.
2. Road Closure Bill.

EBills returned from the Counecil with-
out amendment.

ROYAL VISIT HOLIDAY BILL

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Wild
(Minister for Lsbour), and read a first
time.
Second Reading.

MR. WILD (Dale—Minister for Labour)
[5.15 p.m.}: I move—-
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
This Bill seeks to provide for a special
holiday in honour of the visit by Her
Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness
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the Duke of Edinburgh in 1963. The Bill
is hased entirely on the legislation passed
in 1953 which made provision for a special
holiday in honour of the visit of the Roval
couple in 1954.

It is expected that the Royal visitors will
be in Perth on the 25th and 26th March,
1963, but no specific date has been placed
in the Bill as the dates mentioned could
be subject to change, It is proposed,
therefore, that the Governor may, by proc-
lamation, fix a date to be observed. Pro-
vision is also made for a day for a holiday
to be proclaimed throughout the State or
different days in different parts of the
State.

The Bill provides for the effect of the
special holiday on awards or agreements
under the Industrial Arbitration Act or
any other Act by ensuring that this special
holiday is a publie, bank, or Public Service
holiday without deduction of pay. A pro-
vislon also explains how a worker Iis
to be compensated if reguired by his
employer to work on this special holiday.
This is quite a simple measure and is self-
explanatory.

Debate adjourned, on moiion by Mr.
W. Hegney.

INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING
ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Wild
(Minister for Labour), and read a first
time.

Second Reading

MRE. WILD (Dale—Minister for Labour)
[5.17T pm.}: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
The main purpose of the Inspection of
Scaffolding Act is for the protection of
workmen and the general public wherever
scaffolding or gear is used. Since the
advent of modern multi-storeved, steel-
structured builldings, greater emphasis
must be placed on safety in the use of
modern scaffolding and gear.

The previous Minister for Labour (The
late Hon. C. C. Perkins, ML.A.) introduced
safety In industry and formed the Bullding
Industry Safety Committee to study and
report on safety measures in this important
industry. The commitiee, representative
of management, labour, and Government,
sees the need, however, to amend !:he
Inspection of Seaffolding Act to bring
Western Australia further into line with
the other States, but at the same time
emphasising safety to workmen and t.o the
public. With the transfer of administra-
tion of the scaffolding section to the
Department of Labour in 1959, the pro-
visions and requirements of the Act have
been approached with an attitude of
co-operation and assistance to the building
industry rather than with the attitude
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that it be a policing measure, with the
result that building contractors now look
to the Scaffolding Department for guid-
ance angd assistance in their many scaffold-
ing and gear problems.

The first amendment—a minor one—
seeks to insert the word “gear” into the
long title tc make the title conform with
the rest of the Act. The title will then
read, “An Act to make provision for the
Inspection of Scaffolding and Gear and
for other purposes.”

A new section is being Inserted te bind
the Crown. It is considered that the
Crown should set the example and not be
exempt from the provisions of the Act. In
the Scaffolding Acts of most other States
the Crown is cited.

The next and most important amend-
ment recommended by the committtee is
the deletion of the provision for the
differing scaffolding heights limits as
existing between the metropolitan area
and the country districts. Differentiation
of height should now no longer apply.
especlally with the similar type of indus-
trial and other large buildings now
being erected in the country areas and, in
particular, provineial towns and centres,

Regulations under the Act provide for
notification to erect scaffolding and for
the payment of fees. It Is intended to
provide that no fee or notificatlon will be
necessary for country single-storeyed
domestic buildings or single-storeved bujld-
ings on farm properties. However, in the
interests of all concerned—workmen, mem-
bers of the public, owners, and contrac-
tors-——the Act still provides that adequate
safety provisions relating to scaffolding
and gear shall always be observed not-
withstanding that no payment of fees or
notification has heen made. Subsection
(2) of section 1 therefore becomes re-
dundant and will be deleted.

The amendment to the interpretation of
“gear” seeks to clarify the existing defini-
tion. The Inspection of Machinery Act
covers power-operated jib and hammer-
head cranes, but the rest of the definition
covers all gear which is generally used by
bullders. It is necessary to insert a new
interpretation to define “‘rigger.” With the
rigger becoming more important over the
last few years on the newer type of multi-
storeyed building, it is now required to in-
ier: o definition of lcensed rigger in the

ot.

The interpretation of “scaffolding” is
being amended by deleting from the defini-
tion the minimum height of eight feet. The
committee considers that all scaffolding
should be subject to *he Act, especially
as some contractors deliberately keep their
scaffolding one inch below the statutory
heieht to avoid the payment of fees and
this often leads to the crection of Aanger-
ous and defective scaffolding. The new
interpretation in the Bill seeks further
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to clarify the meaning of “scaffolding.”
“Demolition” is being replaced by the word
“dismantling.”

The regulations will again be amended
to provide that all building activity should
bear equally the cost of scaffolding inspec-
tion, excepting country single-storeyed
buildings and farm bui'dings. No fees will
be required for any scaffolding under six
feet and this will have the effect of level-
ling fees generally.

1t is proposed to alter the definition of
«gerjous bodily injury” by reducing in the
notification the period cf incapacity from
seven days to three days to conform more
closely with the standard code for indus-
trial safety throughout the Commonwealth.
Previously, the Act covered only licensed
scaffolders and provided that licensegi men
were required for the erection of bulld_lngs
and their demolition, but not for additions.
The proposed new section sets out more
clearly the requirements of and the certifi-
cation not only for licensed scaffolders, but
also for licensed riggers.

The Bill seeks to replace the word
s“demolition” by the word dismantling.”
The height limit of scaffolding, when
licensed men are required, has been re-
duced from 27 feet to 20 feet because, in
reality, scaffolding tubes are in 20-feet
sections. This is only a practical move.
It will be seen that care is taken to exempt
single-storeyed dwelling-houses from the
requirement to employ licensed men.

To meet the demand for trained and
licensed riggers and scaffolders in the in-
dustry, the department has sauthorised
training so that men can become certifi-
cated and safety-conscious for the job.
The fact that the new huilding trades
award provides for a inonetary Incentive
to certificated riggers and scaffolders has
spurred employees to attend deparimental
training. The building industry welcomes
the trained and certificated employee on
the job. The amendment sought in the
Bill simply has the effect of giving author-
ity to what has been the general practice
of issulng certificates.

The section which provides that the in-
spector may give directions as to scaffold-
ing is being strengthened by providing
“that the owner shall make safe, dls-
mantle, render unusakle or remove such
scaffolding andsor gear from the site.”
Previously, considerable condemned scaf-
folding was simply being removed from the
site to other jobs in other districts and
being used again to the danger of the
vorkmen or the public.

A further amendment to this section will
clarify the position in regard to whom the
inspector may give directions to as o0 such
seaffolding and gear. The section which
provides that the inspertor be notified in
the event of an accident happening to
scaffolding or gear is to be amended by
the Bill to provide that notification must
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be made as soon as practicable so that in-
vestigations can be made for the purpose
of preventing a recurrence of the accident.

There are a number of minor conse-
quential amendments to variocus sections
of the Act in respect of the deflnition of
“gear” and “scaffolding.” It is intended
to amend the section providing for the
licensing of riggers to include scaffolders
and also to provide power to make regula-
tions for the lcensing of workmen when
they are operating particular gear in the
bhuilding trade. Furthermore, the word
“casks" is to be replaced by “drums,” as
casks are no longer employed in the in-
dustry.

It must be emphasised that there has
been a very marked increase in building
activity in Western Australia. This will be
appreciated when it is realised that in
1947-48, there were 2,721 notifications of
work to the value of £3,500,000, and these
jumped to 5,188 notifications of work to the
value of £30,000,000 In 1961-62, which in-
volved 30,466 inspections in the metropoli-
tan area alone.

The amendments in the Bill have been
the subject of considerable debate by the
Building Industry Safety Committee, which
is unanimous that the recommended
amendments are necessary to assist hoth
management and labour in the conduct
of this important Industry.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
W. Hegney.

NOXIOUS WEEDS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL
In Commiltee

Resumed from the 10th October. ‘The
Chairman of Committees (Mr. I. W. Man-
ning) in the Chair; Mr, Nalder (Minister
for Agriculture) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was repotrted
after clauses 1 and 2 had been agreed to.

Clause 3: Division 6 to Part V added—

Mr., NALDER: It is some weeks now
since the Bill was discussed. I was un-
avoidably absent when the second reading
debate took place, during which several
points were made by various members.
However, there may be some opportunity
during this stage of the Bill when answers
can he given to the questions that were
asked by those members. I would like to
take the opportunity now to point out that
some opposition has been raised to
proposed new section 48B which appears
con page 4 of the Bill. From various quar-
ters representations have been made to
me to draw my attention to the fact that
the finance required to administer this
legislation will be raised by a tax of a
portion of a penny on the valuations of un-
improved land in the pastoral areas, and
by a tax of another portion of a penny on
valuations of unimproved land in other
areas of the State.
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It has bheen suggested that the per-
centage rates of both taxes are not com-
parable with the maximum rate. As pre-
viously mentioned, it was intended that
a rate of 2d., with a maximum of 3d., be
struck in the pastoral areas, and that in
the other areas of the State a rate of one-
sixteenth of a penny, with a maximum
of 1d. he struck. If members work out the
percentages it will be found that they are
not comparable, and if an increase in that
rate continued, it would be necessary for
‘the Bill to be brought back to Parliament
for reconsideration to increase the maxi-
mum rate in the pastoral areas. For that
reason, I am quite agreeable thai the rate
in all other areas be a maximum of one
halfpenny. So, in line 21, I will move—

Mr., W. A, MANNING: Mr. Chairman, I
would draw your attention to the fact
that I wish to move an amendment to
words in lines 12 and 13 which will come
before the Minister's proposed amend-
ment,

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Very well: we will hear from the member
for Narrogin first.

Mr, W. A, MANNING: Clause 3 seeks to
impose a tax on land in certain areas, but
on no property under 10 acres. In this
measure the important factor is that small
holdings may not be taxed. There are
considerable areas of land of under 10
acres, some of it being in the city and some
of it in the country. Under the Bill it is
proposed to impose a tax only on land of
over 10 acres, and action will have to be
taken by the Agriculture Protection Board
to protect land of this acreage, as well as
land under 1¢ acres.

Under section 9 of the Act the Agricul-
ture Protection Board is empowered to
take action to eradicate noxious weeds in
a local government area at the expense of
that local avthority. Under sections 17, 18,
and 19 power is given to that board to
clear Government-owned land of noxious
weeds. Further, under section 23 it is
given power to take steps, at the expense
of the owner, to eradicate noxious weeds
growing on private land,

Eradication would be quite successful
and efTective if these steps were taken by
the Agriculture Protection Board; but from
observation it will be found that noxious
weeds are permitted to grow, without inter-
ference by local government bodies or the
Agriculture Protection Board. That occurs
in many instances. If certain areas are
to be taxed for the purpose of raising
finance to eradicate noxious weeds, then
that finance will have to be used to eradi-
cate weeds from blocks of land of less than
10 acres.

Mr. Hawke: Is your amendment on the
notice paper?

Mr, W. A. MANNING: It is not. My pro-
posal i5 to limit the provision in clause 3,
which seeks to impose the tax, to a period
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of two years, so that in the meantime
observations c¢an be made of the
efforts the Agriculture Protection Board
to eradicate noxious weeds. If the board
carries out its dutles efectively there will
be no need to tax areas of land under
10 acres because the board will be carry-
ing out the work at its own expense. If
it does not carry oui the required work
other consideration must be given to this
taxing provision in the Bill.

In order to effectively control the activi-
ties of the Agriculture Protection Board
which is to be provided with the tax to be
imposed under this clause I propose to
move an amendment to limit the provision
in the clause to two years. I move an
amendment—

Page 2, lines 12 and 13—Delete the
words “at that time in each year
thereafter” with a view to substi-
futing the words “one thousand nine
hundred and sixty-four.”

Mr. NALDER: I assure the Committee
that the points raised by the member for
Narrogin will be dealt with; that is, the
points he made with reference to the acti-
vities of the Agriculture Protection Board
and the responsibilities of that board in
respect of certain areas. Such local
authority areas or built-up areas will he
covered.

At this stage some very active steps have
to he taken to control the spread of noxious
weeds, and that principle has been accepted
by members of this Chamber. The Agri-
culture Protection Board cannot function
without the necessary finance, and the
Government has acreed to meet the con-
tributions made by the pastoralists and
landholders on 2 pound for pound basis.
This principle has received the commen-
dation of the Farmers’ Union and the
Pastoralists’ Association.

The fears which have heen expressed
were perhaps reasonable, in that in the
past much which should have been done
was not done. On previous occasions
mention was made of areas of land con-
trolled by the Railways Department on
which Cape tulip grew prolifically. I know
of cases where an all-out effort was made
to control and eradicate this weed, and
it proved successful.

Some members consider the activities of
the Agriculture Protection Board in con-
trolling and eradicating the growth of
noxious weeds in built-up or town areas
should be reviewed from time to time. If
members consider it is essentinl to have
a frial period of two years, the Govern-
ment is not opposed to it. We have to
place some faith in the Agriculture Pro-
tection Board, which was created by this
Parliament, and the introduction of this
Bill indicates that the Govrrnment is keen
to take the necessary action to control
noxious weeds.



2378

I want to mentioh something which is
very important to this Bill. It is some
information I have obtained on skeleton
weed. The money {0 be raised under this
clause will enable steps to be taken to
ensure that skeleton weed does not enfer
Western Australia.

Mr. J. Hegney: Isn’t it here already?

Mr, NALDER: It is not in the State as
yet. The money to be raised under this
Bill will enable the Agriculture Protection
Board to keep it out.

Mr. Cornell: Is there a schoel of thought
which considers that this weed is good
fodder?

Mr. NALDER: If the honourable mem-
ber had heard the discussion which took
place at the meeting of the Agricultural
Council and the views expressed by the
Ministers from New South Wales and Vic-
toria, he would not consider this weed to
be fodder of great value.

Mr, Hawke: Is the Minister in favour
of, or opposed to the amendment?

Mr. NALDER: I did indicate that the
Government was not opposed to it. The
information I have obtained on skeleton
weed is as follows:—

As an indication of what one serious
weed can involve financially—Skeleton
Weed—C.B.LR.O. estimated that &
programme of research into control
of this pest could involve c¢apital ex-
penditure of about £15,000 and an an-
nual expenditure of about £60,000.

It has been decided to spend on a
Commonwealth basis £20,000 a year
for the first two or three years, thence
£15,000 if the investizations prove of
sufficient promise to warrant con-
tinuance. These funds will be con-
tributed from the Wheat Industry
Commitiees in each State,

The above is cited to show what one
weed can involve and, although Skele-
ton weed is not established in West-
ern Australia, everything possible
must be done to prevent its introduc-
tion and to try and eradicate it from
the vast areas in the other States
where it has resulted in thousands of
acres having to be changed over from
grain production to grazing.

If members wish this clause to be limited
to two years I am not opposed to it.

Mr. KELLY: The limitation sought by
the member for Narrogin is the maximum
for which this legislation should be en-
acted. The Minister said he was agree-
able to a trial period; this js an essential
move in view of the stage this State has
reached in controlling Cape tulip. Not-
withstanding the complacency of the
Minister and his faith in the activities of
the Agriculture Protection Board I cannot
agree that we are achieving any great suc-
cess with the methods employed at the
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present time. There should be a very de-
finite limit to the period if we are to
achieve any resuli. I do not know whether
failure was due to the fact that we have
not reached the stage in the destruction
of Cape tulip when we can be certain that
the methods being employed are the best
methods; that the type of weedicide being
used is the correct application; or that the
weedicide is being used at the correct time.
These matters must receive far greater
attention from members of the Agricul-
ture Protection Board if Cape tulip is to
be controlled and evenfually eradicated.

I had a bundle of Cape tulip from one
area which had received eradication treat-
ment for five years, and which again was
treated this year; but still the weed grew.
At present the infestation in that area is
far greater than it was five years ago.
If I had brought the species along it would
have indicated to the Minister that al-
though spraying was undertaken this year
there are still millions of seed pods intact.
Apparently the pods are not aflected by
the spray.

By our placing a limitation of two years
on this provision in the Bill a further
trial will be available to show whether
or not the achievement which the Minis-
ter is inclined to believe has resulted in
the last two years in the control of Cape
tulip, can in fact be demonstrated. I do
hope that he will go further into this
matter because those who are having to
pay these extra costs and charges in con-
nection with the destruction of this weed
are not at all satisfied that the department
is making the correct approach fo the
problem, A far greater observation of the
incidence of this weed and of the results of
the methods used in its eradication should
be made.

Mr. HALL: The amendment has some
merit. However, it appears to me that the
whole measure is designed to place a tax
on certain people who should not have it
imposed upon them. If we study clause 4
we will realise that it gives power to local
authorities to levy a tax for the eradication
of weeds. In other words, anyone who has
noxious weeds in his backyard could be
taxed by the local authority, under para-
graph (q). Therefore this will become a
taxing measure on the whole of the State.

Mr. O'CONNCR: I would like to support
the amendment and also to ask a couple
of questions which I trust the Minister
will be able to answer later on in the de-
bate. During his speech the Minister stated
that the money obtained under this Bill
will be used towards the eradication or the
arresting of noxious weeds. I am not quite
sure just what weeds are included in the
term “noxious weeds”. FPor instance, are
ali toxie plants in Western Australia to
be included? There are hundreds of them.

The member for Merredin-Yilearn men-
tioned that the Cape tulip, which is prob-
ably one of the worst noxious weeds in
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the State, has continued to spread more
than ever before, despite the fact that -it
has been sprayed. Recently I Inspected
an area infested with Cape tulip. A weedi-
cide had been used to spray it, but unsue-
cessfully. The parties concerned went into
the matter and sprayed a second time, only
on this occasion they used double the quan-
tity of weedicide suggested by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. This time they were
very successful, and it appears that in that
particular area they have got rid of Cape
tulip.

Mention has been made previously of
other noxious weeds such as caltrop and
Bathurst burr, but I feel that a great deal
more research should be made into a num-
ber of new poison plants that have become
more evident in this State in the last few
years. A lot of licht country has been
brought under agricultural production—
mainly through the use of fertilisers—and
many previously unknown weeds have been
found. Many of them are responsible for
heavy mortalities of animals, one being the
plant known as blind grass. This 15 be-
lieved to have affected horses, goats, and
sheep, but is not known to have affected
cattle. In the early stages it causes stag-
gers, and later on sends the animal blind.
While it will recover from the staggers,
there is no known cure for the blindness.
Therefore a certain amount of research is
necessary into the effects of some of these
plants, and I trust that some of the money
to be obtained under this Bill will be used
for that purpose.

Mr. NALDER: I would like to make men-
tion of cne or two points raised. The mem-
ber for Merredin-Yilgarn suggests that as
Minister I am complacent about these im-
portant matters. As he has held the posi-
tion of Minister for Agriculture he should
know something of the work being done by
the board.

Mr. Kelly: I only made the remark be-
cause you said you were perfectly satisfied.

Mr, NALDER: It strikes me that it ill-
becomes a member who has held the posi-
tion I now hold, to make the statement to
which I have referred. However, I can
assure him—

Mr. Hawke: What point are you making?

Mr. NALDER: —that the board is doing
an important job in the interests of the
State.

Mr. Kelly: It is not achieving enough
in the interests of the State.

Mr. NALDER: Members on the board re-
present the local suthorities and also the
two organisations that we accept as re-
presenting the important areas in this re-
gard—the pastoral and agricultural areas.

Mr. Tonkin: But are they getting rid of
any of the weeds?

Mr. NALDER: They are making a de-

termined attempt to do so, and this
measure is designed to help them in their

2379

efforts. The member for Merredin-Yilgarn
referred to an experience he had in desl-
ing with Cape tulip. I think he said that
an area had been sprayed for five years.

Mr. Kelly: It has not been mine for flve
years though.

Mr. NALDER: I would like to relate an
experience of mine in this regard because
it might assist the honourable member. I
acquired a property on which there was a
very had patch of Cape tulip. However,
I would defy any member to find one
plant of Cape fulip on it now. It has been
sprayed for three years and the weed has
been completely eradicated. The spray
used was that advocated by the board.

Mr. Kelly: It is increasing on the table-
lands though.

Mr. NALDER: I believe that if a deter-
mined effort were made to carry out the
instructions of the board this weed could
be controlled. I have no doubt about it.
I hope the House will agree to this amend-
ment because I have every confidence that
the activities of the board will prove suc-
cessful in the period surgested.

Mr. J. Hegney: WIill it present a report
to Parliament at the end of two years?

Mr. NALDER:. Yes. I hope that I will
be able to give a report next year on the
activities of the board. I definitely state
that if I am in this position then, I will
submit a report on the measures adopted
and the results of the efforis to control
the spread of the noxious weeds in Western
Australia,

The member for Albany stated that this
is a taxing measure. There is no doubt
about that. Unless we obtain the finance
to tackle this problem, how are we going
to do it? If we do not do something now
the problem will become one that will in-
volve the State in a sum which will be far
greater than that which we anticipate at
the moment.

The member for Mt. Lawley asked
whether toxiec plants would bhe included
under this measure. They will not be in-
cluded. Most of themn are natural to
Western Australia and once the ground on
which they grow is cleared and brought
under production, 1f ordinary farming
methods are adopted these weeds do not
present & problem. The noxious weeds
declared as such by the board and men-
tioned by local authorities are mainly those
which are Introduced from other States
and other countries and which are a
menace to our agricultural production.
‘Those remarks, I think, answer the points
raised; and I am in favour of this amend-
ment,

Mr. CORNELL: On the question of
finance, I understand the expenditure on
noxious weeds has risen from £3,000 to
£63,000 in 11 years; and yet, on the Minis-
ter’s own admission, the weed position in
this State has never been worse. Therefore



2380

if the expenditure has risen to the figure
I just mentioned and yet the position is
worse than when we first started, I am
happy to support this measure if the small
amount involved will help to achieve the
desired result.

However, for the reasons submitted by
the member for Narrogin, I support the
limitation of two years. I am not satisfied
that the board is tackling this problem in
the best possible manner. As the expendi-
ture has increased to such an extent with-
out any results, I am left in some doubt
as to the efficiency of the methods adopted
by the board.

Mr. Nalder: Could members suggest any
improvement? I am sure the board would
be quite prepared to consider any sugges-
tions made by members.

Mr. CORNELL: There are some people
in my electorate who would have sugges-
tions, but they would have to be writien
on ashestos.

Mr. Graham: Concentrate on weeds and
leave the rabbits alone.

Mr. CORNELL; The board has not a
happy history in my part of the wheathelt,
and I regret to say that its efforts there
are not regarded very favourably. Admit-
tedly the board does have a wider repre-
sentation now, there being representatives
of local authoritles and the Parmers
Union. However, the two-year period pro-
vided under the amendment may give the
board time to improve its work and for that
reason I support the proposition, but not
beyond the two years.

Mr. NORTON: I intend to support the
amendment because I cannot see why this
should be a permanent tax. Like the mem-
ber for Albany, I believe that this can
turn inio a double-taxing measure to a
number of people. As I understand it, the
local governing authorities have the right
to levy a tax for noxious weeds and vermin
and they also have the right to charge for
the destruction of weeds by spraying. There
should only be one charge.

The Minister asked for suggestions. I
believe that one way of stopping the spread
of these weeds would be to prohibit the
transport of chaff or hay from an infested
district. There is stronz evidence in the
Gascoyne electorate that chaff has spilled
out zlong the roads and, shortly after,
safflower thistle has sprung up. I have re-
ported this to the weeds and seeds inspec-
tor hoping that something will be done.
Hay and chaff are amongst the greatest
spreaders of noxious weeds. It is only
right that we should be able to have a look
al this taxing measure again in two or
three years' time to see whether the Agri-
culture Protection Board has done some-
thing to eradicate or rejuce noxious weeds
in the State.

Amendment put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr, W. A, MANNING : I move an amend-
ment —

Page 2, line 12-—Substitute the fol-
lowing for the words deleted: “One
thousand nine hundred and sixty-
four.”

I point ocut that this measure does not
apply only to the country but coneerns the
city as well. Cape tulip has been men-
tioned. If the public parks and gardens
and private properties in the city become
infested with Cape tulip it will be a sorry
day for the metropolitan area. Cape tulip
has a pretty little ambher-coloured flower,
and I have seen it growing on the verges
of Rosalie Park. It will spread all over the
place within & year or two because it
propagates by means of the bulb and also
by seed. It can also he found on the golf
links at Nedlands.

Mr, Kelly: There is plenty in Belmont.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: Anyone who
knows the flower will be able to pick it
out next spring. I am alarmed in case
nothing is done hecause Cape tulip is
easily carried from the city to the country
and from the country to the city.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. NALDER: I agreed earlier to de-
crease the maximum from 14. to 2d. in
the pound of the unimproved value of
holdings. I mtove an amendment—

Page 2, line 2l1—Insert after ihe
word “one” the word “half.”

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. NALDER: Members will see that I
have a long amendment on the notice
paper. Through a misunderstanding in
regard to the drafting—I mentioned this
when I was dealing with the second read-
ing of the Bill—this portion of the clause
was not correctly drafted. The Parliamen-
tary Draftsman broke the clause up into a
number of paragraphs, and in doing sec he
excluded some areas of land in munieipal
and shire districts.

This matter was mentioned by the mem-
ber for Subiaco in his second reading
speech. It is intended that the paragraph
(d)} appearing on the notice paper shall
be substituted for paragraphs (d), (e}, and
(f) in the Bill. I hope the Committee will
agree to the amendment, because it is in
line with what I indicated at the second
reading stage. I move an amendment—

Pages 2 and 3—Delete paragraphs
(d), (e), and (f) and substitute the
following paragraph:—

{d) land owned by a person or
society, and occupied or uysed
eXclusively lor or in conhnec-
tion with any public hospital,
whether swpported wholly or
partly by grants from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund
or not, benevolent institution,
public charitable purpose,
church, chapel for public
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worship or the site of a resi-
dence of a minister of religion
ministering at some place of
public worship, or the site of,
or occupied for the purposes
of, a school attached to or con-
nected with any place of pub-
lic worship, or as a mechanics’
institute or school of art; all
land the property of and be-
longing to any religlous body,
and occupied or held only for
the purposss of that body;
land on which is erected any
municipal or State market,
town hall, or municipal coun-
ci! chamher; and all land
owned by or vested in any
municipal corporation, or
other statutory public body:
but the exemption from rates
does not apply in respect of
land which, not being the site
of, or Intended site of, or oc-
cupied for the purposes of a
school or kall used or to be
used for educational purposes
the property of and belong-
ing to a religious body, Is a
source of crofit or gain to the
users or owners thereof;

Mr. HAWKE: 1 must admit I have not
studied this very closely. and I would like
to know from the Minister what vital dif-
ferences are involved between his proposed
new paragraph and the three which he
has moved to strike out.

Mr. NALDER: The Bill excluded from
this rate areas of land held by municipali-
ties and shire councils.

Mr. Hawke: What sort of land?

Mr. NALDER: The nosition is indicated
in paragraphs (d), (e), and (f).

Mr. Hawke: What is the difference in
principle?

Mr. NALDER: The diiference is that the
Bill excluded land owned by a muncipality
from coming within the provisions of the
amending Act. The c¢lause was taken from
the Act, and land owned by municipalities,
hut leased to companies or private people,
was rated. By mistake this type of land
was excluded from being rated, That is
the reason for my amendment.

Mr. HAWKE: I am not satisfied yet.

Mr. Cornell: The answer to the problem
is at the tail end of the amendment.

Mr. Nalder: Yes.

Mr. HAWKE: I am prepared to leave
the matter open to the extent of saying
that I am not yet satisfled.

Mr. Nalder: Will the T.eader of the Op-
position read the last few lines of the
amendment?

Mr. HAWKE: Yes; but the Minister did
not read them. The Bill states—

(d) is owned by, or vested in, a muni-
clpality or other statutory public
body, or on which is erected any
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municipal market, town hall or
council chamber;

(e) is occupied or used exclusively . ..
The proposed amendment reads, in the
appropriate part—

land on which is erected any munici-

pal or State market, town hall, or

municipal council chamber; and all
land owned by or vested in any muni-
cipal corporation, or other statutory
public body.

Then it goes on to state—

but the exemption from rates does

not apply in respect of land which,

not being the site of, or intended site
of. or occupied for the purposes of

a school or hall used or to be used for

educational purpases the property of

and hbelonging to a religious body, is

a source of profit or gain to the users

or owners thereof,

What that all means, I am not too clear,
because I have not had time to study the
Bill. As far as I am able to judge it at
the moment, on a quick reading, it is a
jumble of words. Why the intention could
not be expressed in a clear-cut way, I
cannot understand. I am not yet certain
as to the exact difference between the pro-
visions in the Bill and this amendment,
and I am wondering whether the Minis-
ter can amplify it a little further.

Mr. NALDER: Subsection (2) of proposed
new section 48A states—

The weed rate shall not be imposed

or be chargeable on any holding that—

The provision then goes on to enumerate

the various types of land that will not be
rated.

Mr. Hawke: I know that; that is not
the point.

Mr. NALDER: My amendment provides
that the land to which I referred—land
which is owned by or vested in a munici-
pality and is leased out to companies or
private individuals—shall not be exempted.
This clause is taken from the Vermin Act.

I mentioned in my second reading speech
that this tax is collected on behalf of the
Government by the Taxation Department,
and the department suggested that the
Bill should be exactly the same as the
Vermin Act for the purposes of uniformity.
The Parliamentary Draftsman was so in-
structed, but he misunderstood and split
this portion up into paragraphs, and the
intention we had in mind was not carried
out. I hope I have made the position
clear to the Leader of the Oppasition,

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed,

The CHATRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Owing to the fact that the conference of
managers on the Bush Fires Act Amend-
ment Bill will meet at 645 pm., I will
leave the Chair until the ringing of the
hells,

Silting suspended from 6.15 to 2.42 p.m.
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" Clause 4: Section 67 amended—

Mr. HALL: This amendment gives local
governing authorities more elasticity. It
means they may levy rates and taxes under
certain regulations, and that they may
continue to do so, That is very dangerous.

Point of Order

Mr. NALDER: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman, Clause 4 only seeks to correct
a misprint. It is not altering the Act at
all.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
I would point out that this clguse does
not permit a discussion of section 67 of
the Act.

Mr. HALL: I cannot agree with that, Mr.

Chairman. The clause permits local auth-
orities to levy certain rates and taxes.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr, I. W. Manning):
The honourable member can only discuss
the letter being corrected.

Committee Resumed
Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
"MR. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture [9.35 p.m.]): 1 move—
That the report of the Committee
be adopted.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Is it true that the
Bill imposes a rate of taxation?

Mr. Nalder: That is correct.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I would refer the
Committee to section 46 (7) of the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act which
say5—

Bills imposing taxation shall deal
only with the imposition of taxation,
and any Dprovision therein dealing
with any other matter shall be of no
effect.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Is that
8 point of order?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am only seeking
clarification, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I think
this Bill deals entirely with taxation mea-
sures.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is what we are
complaining &bout.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I think
the Bill is In order, and I will put the
question,

Question put and passed.

Report adopted.

BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Conference Managers’ Reportl. Bill
Laid Aside
MR. BOVELL (Vasse—Minister for

Lands) [9.49 p.m.): I have to report that
the managers appointed by the Council

{ASSEMBLY.]

met the managers appointed by the
Assembly, and failed to reach an agree-
ment. I move—

That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed.
Bill thus laid aside.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1962-63
In Committee of Supply

Resumed from the 18th October, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr, I. W. Man-
ning) in the Chair.

VYote: Agriculture, £1,118,475—

MR. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [9.50 p.m.l: In introducing
the Estimates for the Department of
Agriculture, I might say that this is the
fourth time I have had the honour,
and privilege of speaking on these Esti-
mates as Minister for the department. I
think it will be agreed by everyvbody in
the Chamber that agriculture has played
a most important part in Western Austra-
lia in the past; and it is confinuing to do so.
There is no doubt that it has enjoyed much
of the rapid development that has taken
place in this State. Primary producers
are continuing to progress in this develop-
ment and are using all modern techniques
and assisting in establishing many new
records which have been the picture in
many sections of agriculture over the last
few years.

"The total estimate of expenditure for
the three agricultural divisions, Nos, 21,
22, and 23, is £1,230,660, which is an in-
crease over actual expenditure last year
under these divisions of £102,041, The
major increase in expenditure, £43,105, is
in the provision of salaries. This follows
an increase of professional and technical
staff by 37. At present there are 45 cadets
in training, comprising 297 agricultural
scientists and 18 veterinary scientists, of
whom 12 are training in the Eastern States
and six are completing their first year of
study in the State of Western Australia.

Three cadets in training in the Eastern
States are expected to finish their course
this vear and are available for work in
the department. A veterinary surgeon has
been allocated to serve the Narrogin dis-
trict, and a further country district allo-
cation is in sight. A senior veterinary
pathologist will take up his duties at the
Animal Health Laboratory towards the end
of this year, and an animal husbandry
officer has been appointed to undertake
pig research and to provide an investiga-
tion and advisory service in respect of beef
cattle. A new regional district office has
been erected in Albany and an agricul-
tural adviser has been allocated to Mar-
garet River to serve the dairy farmers of
that area.

The officers employed by the Department
of Agriculture, including professional, ad-
ministrative, technical, and clerical stafls,
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together with wages employees, total 731,
pius those employed by the Agriculture
Protection Board, who number 144, mak-
ing a total of 825 officers in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and representing an
increase in all categories of 56.

Last year, under the heading of ‘*Assist-
ance to Agriculture™ £25,000 was provided
to meet the State’'s allocation to the Dairy
Cattle Compensation Fund. Up to the end
of June last, 78,163 cattle in 1,634 herds
had been subjected to the tuberculin test,
and 671 reactors were detected with the
incidence of infection, or 0.86 per cent. Of
the herd tested, 1,442 contained no posi-
tive reactors. The drain on the fund was
much lower than had been anticipated and
allowed a larger amount to he provided
for testing, which proceeded at a rapid
rate.

It is now expected that the whole of the
initial tests covering more than 85,000
cattle will be completed by the end of this
year. When that stage has been reached,
the whole of the dairy herds—both whole-
milk and butterfat—comprising about
125,000 cattle, will be under regular test,
and it is reasonable to anticipate that
tuberculosis will be virtually eliminated
from the dairy cattle population of the
State. A sum of £25,000 has again heen
provided to bring this about.

Research station expenditure i1s expected
to increase by £10,933 although some of
it is recouped by sale of produce. The fleld
days at the research stations were well
attended, showing the interest of the farm-
ing community in the application of re-
search to land and stock problems. This
is having its effect in the increased im-
provement of the general farming “know-
how” and Is resulting in farmers in¢reas-
ing development.

For Argentine ant control there is an al-
lowed increase of £6,000 to £26,000. For
the past two years the difference between
the £20,000 allocated and the actual cost
has been obtained from the credit balance
remaining in the fund under the ¢ld Act.
This source is exhausted and provision is
now made for the anticipated cost for the
year.

There was an increase in operating ex-
penses for Muresk Agriculturzsl College, but
this is offset by the extra students now
accommodated. Reference will be made to
the north-west by the Minister for the
North-West, so I will leave that in his
care.

New records have been established and
the production of wheat for grain last
season on 4,400,000 acres resulted in a yield
of 65,700,000 bushels, representing an aver-
age yield per acre of 15 bushels. Given
good finishing conditions, the estimated
yield this season is 68,500,000 bushels, The
area so0wn to oats was 1,200,000 acres from
which 20.200,000 bushels were harvested;
and this was only 100,000 acres less than
the 1960-61 record, and 2,400,000 bushels
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less than the 1958-59 record. For barley,
§00,000 acres were sown for a yield of
7,300,000 bushels, only ¢ per cent. and 14
per cent. respectively less than the records
of the previous year.

The number of dairy cattle, mainly in
the south-west division, rose by over 11,000
to 235,600. For beef cattle there was an
inecrease of 106,600 to 982,800. In the agri-
cultural areas there was a 20 per cent. in-
increase of 16,600 to 982,800. In the agri-
pastoral areas from 586,100 to 616,700 was
concentrated mainly in the Ximberley
division where 56 per cent. of the State's
beef cattle are located. Sheep numbers in-
creased by 1,200,000 to 18,300,000. There
were nearly 15,000,000 representing 82 per
cent. of the State total in agricultural
areas.

An increase of over 1,000,000 sheep and
lambs shorn to 19,500,000 caused the State
wool clip to rise from 178,600,000 1b. to the
record figure of 180,000,000 lb. despite a
fall in the average fleece weight from 9.7
toe 9.2 1b. The over-all production increase
is more remarkable as the cut per head re-
flects the effect of the dry season.

Most of the increases oecurred in the
agricultural areas where 83 per cent. of
the State's wool was produced. The num-
ber of sheep and lambs shorn in those
areas rose to 16.2 milllon from which
149.7 million b, of wool was cut at an
average weight of 9.3 1b. per fleece. It was
8.6 1b. per fleece the previous season.

Mr. Nerton: Grown sheep or shorn
sheep?

Mr. NALDER: Grown sheep and lambs.
Rural holdings have increased by 160 to
over 22,000 and the total area of all hold-
ings increased by over 5,000,000 acres. The
area under ¢rop increased by over 200,000
acres to nearly 7,000,000 acres, and that
under pasture by nearly 500,000 acres to
a total of 8.2 miilion acres.

That briefly illustrates the activities of
the department. I know that some mem-
bers are interested in hearing the re-
ports of the War Service Land Settlement
Board, but as that comes under the juris-
diction of the Minister for Lands, I will
take the opportunity of informing the
House briefly of the activities of the board
when we deal with that particular vote.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo} (102 pm.]1:
There are a few items I would like to dis-
cuss, one heing the old faithful. There
are not many agricultural pursuits in the
electorate of Beeloo, but there is still
plenty of fruit fly. As the Minister for
Agriculture is responsible in this regard,
I should like to know why the Govern-
ment of the day Is not more active in dis-
posing of this menace.

We have heard from year to year that
we cannot tackle this problem in the same
way that the Argentine ant problem was
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tackled; but surely, in this day and 2ge,
with the insecticides and the various other
ways of combating this menace, the Gov-
ernment could be more active in dealing
with the pest in the metropolitan area
than it has been in the past. Either the
Government has to adopt some radical
measure of controlling fruit fly or it has
to eradicate all fruit-bearing trees in the
metropolitan area; otherwise the Gov-
ernment will find it will not make pro-
gress in combating the menace in nearby
orchards.

It is quite obvious, from the experience
of most householders over the past years,
that this scourge is not decreasing in any
way. As a matter of fact, it is increas-
ing. Ruthlessness such as that of the
South Australian department which sends
its officers around to forcibly remove all
the fruit from the trees in infected areas
is possihly one of the few ways we could
overcome the menace in this State. Unless
the Government is prepared to take such
drastic steps, we will not overcome the
problem.

Last year the department seemed to be
going somewhat backward in this direc-
tion, It did not even expend all the funds
which were made available to it by the
vote for the department the previous year.
If ever a department had reason to call
on the excess funds which had been
granted, it was the Department of Agri-
culture, in order to eradicate the scourge
of the fruit fly in this State. That this
has not been done is obvious from the in-
formation contained in the estimates,

We have heard a certain amount about
noxious weeds because of a EBill which
was introduced. Here, as in other States,
we have seen in recent years the spread
of various types of weeds, Some of those
weeds are noxious and some might be
considered to he of some benefit. The
worst one in the metropolitan area is tl}e
veldt grass. Whilst it contains a certain
amount of nutriment which might he ac-
cepted by farmers, it is a nuisance in cer-
tain area.

I am sure that if we are not ecareful
we will be troubled by other grasses such
as skeleton weed and others which have
been & scourge of farmers in the Eastern
States. Although these weeds are not
widespread, they do exist in secluded spots.
They make their way here from the East
by various packaging methods or they are
carried here in the flececes of imported
stack. The cost to the department would
be considerable, and this would seem @he
cpportune time to examine all stock which
are entering the State from areas which
possess undesirable features such as skele-
ton weed and Bathurst burr. The latter
exists already in parts of the State. If
such weeds could be eradicated in the early
stages, it would be of advantage to the
State.

[ASSEMELY.]

One section of the Minister’s department
which affects some of those people I repre-
sent is the section ccntrolling poultry
farmers. Poultry farmers have had a very
unbalanced sort of existence for many
years. While the Egg Marketing Board
has been successful to a reasonable extent
in the handling of its products, the future
does not look rosy. Now that the European
Common Market is on the horizon, it would
appear that this is ons particular section
of our rural pursuits which could he
affected at a very early time if the Euro-
pean Common Market comes into being.

The other day I heard of the problem
which the Victorian Egg Marketing Board
was facing. That hoard is already finding
that it does not have the sales in the
United Kingdom which it had previously,
and I should imagine that we in Western
Australia will find it difficult to dispose of
eggs over and above those for local con-
sumption at the price which our poultry
farmers would have to expect if it is to
remain an economical proposition.

The only way to overcome that is for
the Government to get busy with agents
and to see whether we con find some closer
markets, or markets which are more
readily available; and those markets which
would he readily available for such a good
protein line of food as eggs—namely, the
Near East countries and the islands north
of Australia—probahly would not be ahle
to afford to pay the price which cur poule
try farmers would require.

This may require some re-thinking on
the part of the Government. A subsidy
may have to be provided through Federal
spheres in order to market our eggs in
those areas, until such time gs the econo-
mic position in those countries improves
and they become establiched markets. Once
such markets are established, we find they
rarely die ocut completely. When people
become accustomed to such foodstuffs they
find some way of improving their lot so
that they are able to spend the money
necessary, even though at this juncture
such money is not available. I would like
the Minjster to have some further activity
maintained in connection with the three
sections of his department to which I have
referred. That is all I wish to contribute
to the debate on the vote for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [10.10
pm.] I was very surprised that the Minis-
ter wound up the introduction of his de-
partmental Estimates so suddenly. I hap-
pened to be out of my seat for half a
minute, and although he had a handful
of notes he terminated his speech sud-
denly, and out they went,

Mr. Tonkin: Not a line, not a word,
about guayule.

Mr. KELLY: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition will be telling the Minister
something about guavule in a moment.



[Tuesday, 6 November, 1962.]1

That is his particular section. I was rather
surprised to find the Minister taking some
satisfaction in the fact that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has an expenditure
of nearly £1,250,000. That is, of course,
a considerable increase. Even although
that amount has heen added to the ex-
penditure of the department, we find the
Minister had litile to say, when we boil
down the whole of his remarks.

The Minister dealt with a few of the
increases which have taken place in agri-
culture over the past 12 months—increases
which, I might say, are normal because
of circumstances through with which we
find ourselves passing. I do not think
there is anything very remarkable about
an added amount of grain grown, or an
added number of pigs, or that the cattle
market has improved; because those are
all things which are occurring irrespective
of whether or not alterations are taking
place in regard to other sections.

These are just ordinary increases that
a departmental head shows have existed
over a period of time, particularly in a
buoyant industry such as agriculture. The
Minister seems to think he had something
by way of achlevement because £1,300,000
is the amount the Government is spending
through the Department of Agriculture.
As a matter of fact, the Minister sought
to show at Kelmscott recently that the
increase was made because the Govern-
ment recognised the value of primary in-
dustry to this State. I do not think the
Government would have any score of its
own on that particular subject. I think
suceessive Governments have been equally
alive to the importance of the agricultural
industry. I do not think he would have
any separate claim in that regard.

I would remind him that the spending
of £1,300,000 in Western Australia is a
very small amount when we consider the
expenditure of Great Britain on the same
departmental subjects. I had sent to me
some little time ago 2 cutting from The
Daily Express, which shows us to be in a
very poor position in regard to the subsidies
and other estimates which are allocated to
agricultural people in Western Australia.
The Press cutting is remarkable because
it shows the tremendous expenditure which
Britain has undertaken in the matter of
subsidies where industry generally is con-
cerned. I say it is remarkable because
Britain is, comparatively speaking, a very
small country compared with Western
Australia.

The ggricultural inereases in Western
Australia in one year in connection with
arable land under production is greater
than the total amount of land which is
farmed in England at any one time. We,
in this country, are spending roughly a
little over £1,250,000; and England tis
spending, on promotion of cereals in one
yvear alone, £58,000,000; and she is spend-
ing £49,000,000 on fat stock. I do not know
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whether the Government of Western Aus-
tralia gives assistance where fertilisers are
concerned, but England subsidises fertili-
sers to the tune of £31,000,000. In the
matter of egg production, England assists
to the tune of £21,000,000.

As regards the production of calves, the
rearing of calves, and the various other
departments connected with the calf in-
dusfry, the British Government subsidises
to the tune of £15,000,000. The report
shows lime &5 coming under the depart-
ment’'s purview in that country, but that
is not the position here.

As to the ploughing of grasslands, and
general assistance in  ploughing, the
British Government subsidises to an extent
of £8,000,000; and on miscellaneous items,
which cover all the other sections of agri-
culture, the subsidy is £43,000,000. So we
can see that in a small country like
Britain tremendous importance fs attached
to agriculture. I would say, too, that be-
cause of the very small holdings there it
would be necessary {o subsidise to a greater
extent than we do in Western Australia.
Nevertheless, it does highlight the import-
ance—and that is the point I want to make
—of agriculture in that country.

I was pleased to hear the Minister as-
sure us that work is continuing, in con-
nection with tubercular complaints in
cattle, and that a great deal of attention
is being given to that section; because it
is one part of our agricultural outlook
that should be given first-class treatment,
and so far as expenditure on this item is
concerned, the Government should always
view the mmtter leniently.

I notice that the Argentine ant position
must have worsened judging from the in-
creased expenditure anticipated thils year.
It 1s not long ago that we were looking to
the time, in the not too far distant future,
when the Argentine ant problem would be
confined to one or two swampy areas and
nowhere else, and thus a general weaning-
off of that account would be likely to take
place in the near future. We were led to
believe that at the very worst there would
be only one or two isolated areas of in-
festation and the ants would be conflned
}o those areas with no chance of spread-
ng.

It will be interesting to hear the Minis-
ter tell us why it is necessary to increase
the expenditure this year; because it would
be & very bad day for this State if the
Argentine ant were once again {o become
the menace it was & few years ago. Indi-
cations are, from the amount it is antici-
pated will be spent this year, that there
have been further outbreaks and that the
position is not as good as we thought it
was. The amount to he spent this year
will be¢ much more than has been spent
in recent times.

The Minister also said that the agricul-
tural industry is enjoying rapid develop-
ment. It is, and there is every good reason



2386

for it to be in that position. We not only
applaud that fact but we also believe that
the State is rightly taking its place in the
field of agriculture, and that it is main-
taining a very forward movement in many
sections of agriculture.

However, the Minister did not make
any comment regarding the tobacco-grow-
ing industry, the dairying industry, or the
apple-growing industry of Western Aus-
tralia. All of those three industries have
passed and are still passing through quite
serious times in their own particular
spheres.

I would like to have heard something
from the Minister regarding the Govern-
ment's views on the outlook for those three
industries in the future, and also some
idea of their position at the moment. We
know that the tobacco industry reached
the crossroads some considerable time ago.
But what of the several hundred people
who were engaged in that industry? Some
of them have found other employment, I
understand some are engaged on alterna-
tive forms of praduction, But what is the
position of the several hundred people who
were engaged in the industry and about
whom we have heard very litile in recent
times? I think the Minister could have
given us some details in that regard.

For some time we have seen in the daily
Press, and have understood from confer-
ences that are taking place that the posi-
tion in the apple industry is not a very
happy one. I understand a Bill is to be
introduced in respect of this industry, but
I do not know whether it will be brought
down this session, or whether it will be
next session. From what I have bheen told
it will be a measure which will regulate
the quality of apples coming on to our
market; but what I want to know is whe-
ther the Minister, by this legislation, in-
tends to have only a first-class product
sold on the Western Australian markets.
If that is to be the position it will deprive
very many people of the opportunity of
purchasing apples.

Even at the present time second and
third grades—badly marked apples—are
bringing a price as high as 1s. 9d. to 2s. 3d.
a 1b. That is an extortionate price for
apples: and if the proposed legislation is
designed to discard all apples coming
within that category then I think many
peaople in this State will go apple hungry;
and that will be an indictment against the
Government, or any other Government
which introduced similar legislation.

The general public are getting at a
reasonable price little enough of the fruit
produced in this State and I believe it is
a very inopportune time to introduce legis-
lation which will condemn a big section of
the crop. I do not know whether that is
the effect the legislation will have, but I
understand it will do that from what I
have read of it in the Press.
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As I said, even for second-grade and
third-grade apples people are paying an
extortionate price; and rather than intro-
duce legislation such as this, if the depart-
ment thinks it necessary for apples to be
of such a high standard it would be bet-
ter to provide some means whereby the
public could purchase, within a reasonable
limit, apples that do not quite come up to
the marketing standard the Minister pro-
poses to introduce.

1t is a shame that in a State which has
a potential for producing apples of such
quality and in such quantity as we can
produce them, more apples are not made
available to the public at a cheaper price.
Irrigation has made apple growing so much
easier and much more satisfactory because
it has eliminated a great number of the
windfalls that we used to see in the past.
It has also meant the elimination of poorer
qualities because it is now possible to con-
tinue watering and so improve the fruit.
Yet, with all these advantages, we have
reached the stage where instead of the
general public of this State being able to
benefit from the extra production we find
that limitations are to be imposed which
will prevent a good deal of that fruit from
reaching the market.

When I speak of fruit that is not en-
tirely perfect I have in mind a pro-
portion of the Granny Smith crop which
has come on to the market in recent years
and which has had a blemished appear-
ance. That blemish is only skin deep and
the quality of the apple is not affected to
any great extent. It is hecause of the ap-
pearance that the apple is not particularly
sought after and is not considered to be of
first quality.

Therefore I hope that the Bill the Minis-
ter proposes to introduce will not contain
anything detrimental to the best interests
of the people of this State. If it is to con-
tain provisions such as I have suggested
it will undoubtedly preclude many people
from having apples of any kind on their
menu, and particularly of the quality we
have been accustomed to purchasing over
the years,

I did not hear the Minister when intro-
ducing his departmental Estimates say
anything at all about the possibility of
wool stabilisation, As a matter of fact,
he said very little in the short time
he was speaking, and it would not have
been possible for him to deal with many
items that should have been dealt with,
although he might have touched on this
matter during the haif-minute I was out
of the Chamber. I do not think we are
by any means out of the wood so far as
the wool industry is concerned. Over the
past 12 months or so the price has re-
mained well and truly stable; sometimes
it has gone down a few points, and at other
times it has gone up a few points. At one
sale it would go down 2} per cent., and at
the next sale it would go up 2% or 3
per cent. It has fluctuated slightly as
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the year has gone by, but with very little
increase in price. 1 did notice recently
that several bales brought 8id. or 82d. =
pound; but that, of course, was an excep-
tional price.

However, I still feel that this is a tre-
mendocusly valuable industry, particularly
t0 Western Australia, and unless we are
prepared to face up to the possibility of
achieving stability we are not going to get
the best results from this industry. I had
anticipated hearing something from the
Minister about the deliberations which took
place some time ago with the committee
appointed by the Commeonwealth Govern-
ment. As far as I know we have at no
time had a report on the Andings of that
special committee, either from the Federal
Government or from our own Minister in
this State.

Mr. Nalder: That report is available for
the asking.

Mr. KELLY: I think the report should
be laid on the Table of the House.

Mr. Nalder: It has been laid on the
Table of the Federal House.

Mr. KELLY: That is not here.

Mr. Nalder: You have only to ask for
a copy and it will be made available to
you. You have taken a long time to show
any interest in this matter. It has been
available for many months.

The CHATRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order!

Mr. KELLY: I think the Minister has
a responsibility, and he need not try to
shelve it on to me or any other member
of this Chamber. He has a responsibility
to members here.

Mr. Nalder: Other people have come and
asked me about it and they have seen the
report.

Mr. KELLY: It is news to me.

Mr. Nalder: Quite a number of other
members have asked me about it and they
have seen a copy of it.

Mr. KELLY: When the Minister has
finished babbling .I will continue. I think
that this matter was one of intense in-
terest to & number of members in this
Chamber, but I do not remember hearing
or seeing anything of this report. On no
fewer than three occasions I asked the
Minister questions in reference to the re-
port, but on no occasion did I get any
satisfactory reply. He did not say that
there was a report out, or anything about
it. Seeing that I was interested in it he
could have easily followed up the matter
and let me have a copy of the report.

As a matter of fact, the same thing
occurred in connection with the dairying
industry. I sought a report from the Min-
ister, but finally I got it from the depart-
ment. Whether the Minister forgets these
things or not I do not know. We do not
bring these matters forward just so that
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we can make some comments about them,
or so that we can enhance our own posi-
tions. We want to know because these
matters are of interest to the people whom
we serve. I think the Minister responsible
would be the first to complain if similar
treatment to that which we have received
in this Chamber were meted out to him.
I do not think any excuse he could offer
would satisfy me, hecause I consider he
has an obligation to let us know what is
happening.

Mr, Nalder: Nothing would satisfy you—
nothing!

Mr. KELLY: The Minister seems to be
very susceptible to a little criticism.

Mr. Nalder: I am not susceptible to criti-
cism, buit nothing satisfies you.

Mr. KELLY: As soon as anybody criti-
cises the Minister he pets off his bike and
tries to talk the other person down and
make his own ally good. I can assure him
that he has the job in front of him to
make his ally good in lots of cases. If he
sat and listened quietly until the end of
the debate he would be in a position to
reply to what has heen said. But no; the
Minister endeavours to throw the onus
back on to the other person and it does
not become him at all.

I did notice the Minister made one short
comment in connection with the appoint-
ment of A veterinary surgeon to Narrogin.
That is most interesting, and I am pleased
to hear that Narregin is to have a veterin-
ary surgeon. However, there are many
parts of the State that are wanting veter-
inary surgeons too. I can remember when
the present Government was on the other
side of the Chamber and how its members
repeatedly brought forward this matter of
veterinary surgeons, They said there was
a great need, a dire need, for the appoint-
ment of many more surgeons or officers.
I do not think the number has heen in-
creased very greatly since this Govern-
ment has been in office; as a matter of
fact we cannot get any factual informa-
tion as to what the increase has been.
The only reference to an increase in the
estimates is shown under the heading of
“Agricultural Scientists and Veterinary
Surgeons’.

However, one cannot dissect that item
without ascertaining how many veterinary
surgeons are represented. For all I know 89
per cent. of those officers could be agricul-
tural scientists and the one per cent.
could represent veterinary surgeons. There
is keen demand for the services of good
veterinary officers in many parts of West-
ern Australia which are at present denied
the assistance of such men. So the
appointment of veterinary surgeons and
the training of young people in this pro-
fession is a very live question because the
State could benefit considerably if the
number of veterinary surgeons at present
giving of their services were increased. I



2388

take it if the Minister replies to the debate
he will give some indication of the number
of men now employed on veterinary work.

During the debate on a Bill which was
before the Bouse a short time ago the
Minister again proved himself to be a little
testy when it came to speaking on various
matters, particularly when he spoke about
Cape weed. I do not know why he should,
when replying to such debates, think we
are casting aspersions on the officers of
his department.

Mr. Nalder: You mean Cape tulip.
Mr., KELLY: Yes.
Mr. Nalder: You said Cape weed.

Mr. KELLY: I meant Cape tulip. With-
out casting any slur on the Agriculture
Protection Board, I was endeavouring to
point out to the Minister that, together
with a large contingent of other people,
I am not happy with the results that are
being obtained in regard to the steps taken
to eradicate Cape tulip. The Minister has
assured us that great inroads have been
made into infestation by this weed, but
there is not a general improvement, and
there must be some reason for it. I
am asking that the Minister himself give
more attention to the question even if it
is a matter of his drawing the attention of
the Agriculture Protection Board to the
fact that certain action should be taken,
that certain improvements should he
effected, and that more science should be
brought to bear, or some other approach
made for the purpese of eradicating Cape
tulip. Whether that is the correct thing
to do or not, I do not, know, but the Minis-
ter has asked for suggestions. I suggest to
him that areas which come under my close
attention have been subjected to this
present method of eradication for many
vears. In fact, one area has been treated
by the present method for five years
running, but the increase of Cape tulip is
most marked. Not only has the increase
taken place in this area, but in the ad-
jacent lands there is glso indiecation that
the pest is spreading.

The criticism which I was accused of
levelling against the board is not criticism;
I am merely groping for information to
ascertain if it is possible to obtain & scien-
tific approach to this problem. I believe
that if great eflorts are being made and
concerted action is taking place, there
must be some answer to the problem, Ii,
for the sake of argument, the type of
weedicide being used is the correct one, we
have overcome obstacle No. 1, as it were.
If the weedicide is applied at the right
time, then that problem is overcome. If
it is a matter of applying the weedicide
at a time when there is no wind, and no
rain or moisture in the air, then there is
no need t¢ worry about that aspect. How-
ever, if any one of those factors has not
been handled correctly, or there is some-
thing missing, then all our activities are

[ASSEMBLY.)

nullified because we are not applying
sufficient technical knowledge to achieve
the best results in eradicating this pest.

So instead of the Minister looking upon
my comments as criticism, let him regard
them as questions seeking information in
regard to what results are being achieved,
I can take the Minister to any number of
places where, at present, unhappiness
exists among many people because of the
lack of results from the present method
employed. These people cannot under-
stand why results are not being obtained,
because the spread of Cape tulip is con-
siderable. I have had sent to me a sheaf
of these plants which have been treated
again this year, and I can let the Minister
have the seed pods of every plant so that
he can have hundreds of small seeds to
examine to assure himself that no apparent
harm has heen done to them with the
spraying of weedicide. Thus, instead of
the Minister being complacent about this
matter he should be taking a lively interest
in it so that he ecan fully assure this
Chamber that everything possible is being
done in an endeavour to alleviate the
effects of this pest.

I take it we will be receiving from the
Minfster something in the nature of g
report covering the activities of the
various research stations scattered
throughout the State. I think that the
work which is carried out by these research
stations is most interesting and other
members hegides myself will be extremely
pleased to have a concise report presented
to the House covering the activities of all
research stations. We know that these
stations in different parts of the State are
dealing with various problems in all kinds
of circumstances. I do not know whether
the department publishes any information
concerning the area or district in which
these resecarch stations operate so that
people in the respective areas could have
8 written record to assist them in solving
their own problems, or if only general
treatment of these subjects is made by the
research station when fleld days are held.

I think it would be an excellent idea if
from each report issued by the particular
research station, a number of bulletins
cculd be published which would enable the
local people to acquaint themselves with
first-hand written information of what is
taking place in their district and be ac-
quainted of the best methods to adopt to
solve any of their prohlems. These bul-
letins could be similar to many that are
already published by the Department of
Agriculture, the Lands Department, and
the Mines Department. Many of them are
circulated with great benefit to the people
interested. These activ'ties could be car-
ried out in those areas where the various
research stations are located with the pur-
pose of dealing with different problems
and the ultimate advantage to everyone
concerned would be extremely great.
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I notice that this year the State is again
suffering from lack of copper supplies and
that imports of this product have to be
made. I dealt at length and in consider-
able detafl with this matter when I spoke
on the Estimates last year. Also I asked a
series of questions on whether it was pos-
sible for the Government to assist in the
production of copper =0 that the supply
of local superphosphate requirements could
bhe assured by the manufacturers. The re-
plies I received firstly from the Mines De-
partment were not very helpful because
they did not indicate that any serious
attempt would be made to investigate this
position fully.

At one stage I was told that a committee
had been appointed and until its recom-
mendations were made available the
Government would not take any action.
That report was handed to the Minister,
but I do not know what became of it from
then on. This Chamber certainly did not
hear anything about it, and I think it is
something we should hear more about.
1 do not think we should have to continue
to frame guestions to obtain information
such as that.

The information should be made avail-
able to those interested and they would
then know where they were heading., In
this State there is no excuse for not being
able to produce all the copper that is re-
quired for the manufacture of superphos-
phate. If the grade is low—as has been
indicated sometimes in the past—then
steps can be taken to ibcrease the percent-
apge to that required for agricultural pur-
poses. It is a poor consolation to the
apriculturists of Western Australia to know
that they have to pay through the nose
for the imported product especially when
we have an sbundance cf low-grade cop-
per ore in this State.

Another matter about which I was a
little concerned was the fall in the output
of butter. Some slight reference was made
to this in the Press, but nothing very con-
cluysive. I am wondering why there has
been 8 decline in the production this year
as compared with 1ast year or the previous
years because this year we have had a
reasonably good season. We have had a
zood feed year in most parts of the State
and although cereal grain production may
have fallen off a little in some areas, that
is not of much concern to the butter pro-
ducers.

However, in this year, when other pro-
duction is on the increase—as has occurred
in the last decade fairly consistently—
we find that the production of butter has
decreased—not very greatly, but there cer-
tainly has been some decrease—and if
the Minister is going to reply to the debate,
1 would like him to let us know the reason
for this deciine in butter output. The
balance of my remarks can well be made
when we deal with the various items of
these Estimates.
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MR, MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [10.43 p.m.1:
There are a few matters to which I want
to draw the attention of the Minister for
Agriculture. Firstly, I would like to know
from him, when he replies to this debate,
if there is any intention of establishing
a shearing shed at Kalgoorlie so that the
many sheep in the woo! brought from the
Eastern States—particularly those for the
Esperance area—can be shorn at that
centre instead of being sent on to the
metropolitan area to be shorn and then
trucked all the way back to Esperance,
That is a farcical situation, especially when
one knows that the goldfields district is a
large wool-producing area. In fact, it is
one of the best in the State, and there is
no shortage of the required labour tn that
district for shearing the sheep.

It seems to be out of keeping completely
to impose that additional cost of trans-
porting the sheep to Perth and back to
Esperance on the people concerned when
they have already to meet the cost of
transporting the sheep from the Eastern
States., I know that one of the reasons
why precautions have to be taken is the
danger of importing in the wool the seeds
of noxlous weeds which are not at present
in existence in this State. What I want to
bring to the Minister’s attention is the
spread of caltrop weed which is not only
in the goldfields areas, but in the agri-
cultural areas of the State. Over many
Years warnings have been issued about this
pest. The position is becoming rather
serious now inasmuch as there are prob-
ably thousands of acres on the goldfields
affected by this weed.

I cannot see that vigilance is being exer-~
cised by keeping noxious weeds outside the
State, when very little regard is paid to
the eradication of those already here. This
appears to be a question of locking the
stable door after the horse has bolted. T
can assure the Minister there is a very
dense growth of caltrop on the goldfields:
and that weed can have a very detrimental
effect on the woo! produced in that part
of the State because it affects wool as
greatly as does burr.

I was surprised that the Minister did
not refer to any steps being taken to com-
bat the disease of rust which affects wheat.
I expected him to say that the agricultural
sclentists in the department are endeavour-
ing to breed a rust-resistant type of wheat
which will combat the newer types of rust
found in this State. In cese the Minister
does not know, there are large areas of
wheat in Western Australia which have
been affected by rust this year, particularly
those in the higher rainfall districts.

Strains of wheat which up to date have
bgen regarded as rust-resistant are belng
affected, and that seems to indicate that a
different type of rust virus is making its
appearance in Western Australia. ‘This
feature is not pecullar to Western Aus-
tralia. because I understand that the East-
ern States are similarly affected. Newer
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types of rust which made their appear-
ance in Queensland have been carried
south into New South Wales and Victoria.

I find it difficult to ascertain the num-
ber of agriculture scientists and veterinary
surgeons employed by the department.
One is not able to tell how many of each
are employed out of the 95 for the year
1961-62, and the 104 in 1962-63. There
are only two plant geneticists engaged by
the department; this is a very sorry state
of affairs in a State which depends so
much on the production of grain. Many
years ago Western Australia produced
quite a number of strains of wheat which
became popular. One was very well
known throughout Australia, and that was
Bencubbin wheat, which has now been
superseded. At the time, and for many
years, it was grown very largely through-
out this and the other States. There was
a greater acreage planted with Bencubbin
wheat than with any other variety.

Mr. Nalder: The same remark applies
to Nabawa wheat.

Mr. MOIR: That is so. This variety was
one of the parents of Bencubbin wheat. In
vears gone by this State played a large
part in developing new and successful
varieties of wheat; but in latter years such
development has been left to the Eastern
States, because at the present time the
better-known varieties grown here have
been -developed in the Eastern States.
There is an urgent need for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to pay particular
attention to the problem that has arisen
in regard to the new ypes of rust which
have affected some districts to a large
degree. I expect to hear some reference
by the Minister to indicate that the depart-
ment was aware of the situation and was
teking seps to combat it. We know these
problems cannot be overcome in one season,
but attention should be given to them as
they arise, and not when they have over-
whelmed us.

I now refer to the veterinary surgeons
employed by the department, the actual
number of which is not shown in the Esti-
mates before us. In any case the number
appears to be far too small. At the pre-
sent time there is a great need for making
veterinary services avaliable in the newly-
developed areas, particularly in the Esper-
ance distriect where a vast amount of coun-
try has been opened up and stocked with
thousands of valuable animals. As a con-
sequence problems will arise in such dis-
tricts that have not arisen and will not
occur in other parts of the State, because
of the varying conditions. There is a great
need for veterinary services to be made
available, preferably at the Gibson Re-
search Station, so that the problems which
arise in the district can be tackled by the
people an the spot.

1 must again voice my concern at the
lack of activity by the department to eradf-
cate the fruit fly. In the fruit-growing areas
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near the metropolitan area some activity
is carried on, but the whole campalgn
against the fruit fly will be rendered use-
less unless the department adopts a very
strict form of control. One has only to
move around the metropolitan area to
find fruit trees in backyards full of fruit
fiy. I have seen this for myself on a num-
ber of occasions in different parts of the
metropolitan area, and it appears that no
inspection of fruit fly 1s made.

It is of no use for fruiterowers to take
steps to eliminate the fruit fly if it is
allowed to breed without hindrance in the
backyards of houses in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. O'Connor: Last year there were a
number of convictions in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. MOIR: I read about a few convic-
tions being launched, but I guarantee that
if one were to look around any part of the
metropolitan area one would be able to
bring forward enough cases to occupy the
courts for a few weeks. I have seen isolated
instances of people being prosecuted, but
they form only a very minute portion of
the owners of properties whose backyards
are infested with fruit fly. One can find
citrus trees on which the fruit is absolutely
pitted by fruit flies, and if one approaches
such a tree one disturbs a cloud of the
insects. Yet in districts where the fruit
fly is known to be active, but where pre-
ventive measures are taken, one has to
stand very near a tree to spot the fruit
fly. That shows how greatly the backyards
of houses in the metropolitan area are
infested.

The people on the goidfields are very
conscious of the fruit-fly menace and they
voluntarily enter into schemes designed to
eliminate the pest. These schemes have
proved very successful in that the nuisance
has been reduced to a large extent. Prac-
tically every home on the goldflelds has a
fruit tree of one type or another; in the
backyard of my quarter-acre block I have
planted over 40 fruit trees and grape vines,
Quite a number of people there plant fruit
trees, particularly grape vines.

Mr. Lewis: I have seen some of the best
f‘lnﬁit in the State coming from the gold-
elds.

Mr. MOIR: The people there are very
consclous of the fruit-fly menace and have
voluntarily entered into schemes wunder
which the properties are sprayed. A charge
of between 2s. 6d. and 5s. {s made and
the i{rees are sprayed once a week. The
Kalgoorlie Town Council has adopted a
slightly different scheme where the charge
is 2s. 6d. to 10s. according to the number
of trees to be sprayed. A different type
of spray mixture is used, and under this
method a property needs to be sprayed
only three times a year.



[Tuesday, 8 November, 1962.]

The people on the goldfields are required
to register their fruit trees, just as the
people in the metropolitan area are re-
quired to register, but not one penny of
the fees they pay is spent on the eradica-
tion of the fruit fly. The people have to
use their own money for that purpose. The
department should release at least a por-
tion of this registration fee to the goldfields
to assist in the eradication of the fruit fly.

Eradication methods are of no avail if
an over-all system of eradication is not
implemented. If people leave fruit on the
trees in their backyards, and it becomes
infested with fruit fly, this Government
should adopt the practice adopted by the
South Australian Government; that is, to
send men around and strip all fruit from
the trees, whether or not it is infected,
then take the fruit away and destroy it.
They strip all the fruit whether it is in-
fested or not and destroy it. If the per-
son allows the trees to be infested again,
they request him to cut the trees down.
That should be done because people should
not be allowed to harbour something that
can do immense damage to the commer-
cial production of fruit.

Another thing about which I am not
very happy is the fumigation legislation
introduced here a little while ago. As I
understand it, the only result of that legis-
lation will be to kill the grubs in the fruit
so that when people eat the fruit the grubs
will not be wriggling.

I have objected before, and I want to
voice the objection again, that fruit which
is infested by fly, while not allowed to be
carried south where, I might add, the
fruit fly already exists, is sent to the gold-
fields for sale. As we know, fruit can be
struck by the fly but it is not apparent
until the eggs hatch and the grub starts
to work. Then the fruit rots and it is
at that stage the agricultural in-
spector can notice the presence of the fly
and condemn the fruit. There is quite a
lot of fruit going from the metropolitan
area to the goldflelds which is undoubtedly
infested by fly, but it is sold in the shops
up there. It is not & fair thing that
when local people are doing their best to
combat the fly, fresh infestation is made
possible by the fruit being sent up there.

Mr. Nalder: Have you had any reports
of fruit being sent from the markets to
Kalgoorlie—fruit that has heen infested,
I mean?

Mr. MOIR: I have seen it myself.

Mr. Nalder: But has it come from the
markets?

Mr. MOIR: It has come from somewherc
down here.

Mr. Nalder: It may have come from a
private sale.

Mr. MOIR: That might be so.

Mr. Nalder: We would have no control
over that.
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Mr. MOIR: I would not know whether it
was sent from the markets here, but I do
know it has been sent by some of the
wholesale people here to the firms up there,

Mr. Nalder: We would be very interested
to hear of any reports so that we could
follow them up.

Mr. MOIR: Yes; but I think we should
have a better over-all system of inspec-
tion. If it is good enough for the Agricul-
tural Department to post people out on
the Eyre Highway to prevent diseased
or infested fruit coming in, it should be
good enough for it to police the rallways
or any other means used for transporting
fruit to not only the goldfields areas but
any areas. I think all fruit should be
inspected, and if it is found to he infested
with fruit fly it should not be sold. Why
should people have to buy it? Why should
children have to eat fruit which, although
it is apparently all right is, in fact, full of
fruit-fly egegs or grubs? It is not a very
nice thought that children eat this type
of fruit.

I know it is quite a serious problem,
but it will become far more serious
it something drastic is not done. 1
feel that at present—and I have felt this
for a long time—we are only playing with
the matter. We are not really getting
down to treating this as the emergency
it is. It should be treated very seriously.

Mr. Jamieson: We have to be far more
drastic. There is no doubt about that.

Mr. Nalder: Would you suggest an in-
crease in the license fees and registration
fees? .

Mr. Jamieson: You are not using all the
allocation now,

Mr. MOIR: That is the point. I noticed
that the amount allocated last year has
not been used. Of the £20,000 allocated
for research and control, only £17,000 was
spent. All that is proposed to be spent
extra this year is another £3,000-odd.
Therefore I cannot see that the Govern-
ment intends to do much about the matter.

Mr. Nalder: It is a pretty big increase
on the amount spent when you were in
Government, if that is any point to make.

Mr. MOIR: I could tell the Minister
what happened in 1915, but it would not
justify the position now.

Mr. Nalder: You canngt do it without
finance.

Mr. MOIR: Why should we make the
same mistake because someone did not do
something five years ago? Why should we
continue in the present manner? I am
not saying this to be critical of the Govern-
ment. I am trying {o etnphasise the neces-
sity for something to be done. It is quite
useless blaming someone because he did
not do something in the past. Let us do
something as from now and in the future.
That is the point. Until we get down to
doing something serious ahout this matter
I am afraid the State will be faced with
the expenditure of many thousands of
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pounds besides depriving people of the
beautiful fruit that we should be able to
produce.

Like the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
I sincerely hope that some worth-while
provisions will be contained in the legisla-
tion concerning the marketing of apples,
which is to be introduced soon. The
apples which are on the market for lacal
consumption are shocking. Only this
morning a relative of mine showed me
some apples she had bought, and I said
to her, “They are worse than the apples
our brother buys at Pemberton for his
pigs.” The apples he buys are the wind-
falls—those which the orchardist is not
allowed to sell for human consumption.
But those apples that he buys for his pigs
are far better than those offered to the
public for consumption. There is some-
thing drastically wrong when that situation
exists. Everyone knows that good apples
are very hard to obtain.

The situation is doing this State harm.
Quite a number of visitors from the Eastern
States have asked me why it is not possible
to buy decent apples in this State when we
are supposed to grow such beautiful apples.
They asked me whether it is hecause we
export our best apples overseas and only
sell the rubbish to our local people. I do
not know the reason. I only know that
it is always possible In the Eastern States,
and particularly in Victoria, to purchase
good apples. They do not seem to be con-

However, I do not want to delay the
estimates any longer. I hope the Minis-
ter will take notice of my remarks.
I have not spoken with any desire
to criticise but merely that the Govern-
ment might fake some notice of these
problems in order that something might be
done to rectify them.

MRE. MITCHELL (Stirling) [11.9 pm.]:
I would like to make a few comments on
threz phases of the Agriculture estimates;
first of all on the need to establish in the
Great Southern area somewhere a research
station in an endeavour to solve some of
the problems associated with farming in
that particylar area. The next matter
on which I wish to speak is the market-
ing of primary produets. I had intended
to speak on war service land settlement, but
as the Minister has indicated that that
subject will be dealt with under another
heading, I will leave it until then.

There has been quite an agitation in the
Great Southern area for the establishment
of a research station to assist in the solv-
ing of some of the problems which are so
evident in that area. I feel it only right
when one makes a request of that nature
to try to impress upon the Minister and
the House in general the desirability of
such a research station. In doing that, 1
would like to give a few figures to the
Committee as to how primary production
hfs developed in my own particular elector-
ate,
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In the northern part of that electorate,
the Tambellup area is not so concerned
with the problems that effect the moister
part of the electorate on the south coast.
However, in the whole electorate of Stirling
there are 1,750 active farmers and the total
land held by them is 2,068,000 acres. The
Total amount cleared is 1,173,000 acres.
Members will recall that T asked a question
of the Minister in connection with war ser-
vice land settlement. Those war service
land settlers hold 340,000 acres of which
184,000 acres have beer: cleared.

The animal population of that particular
area is 1,275,000 sheep, and 65,000 head of
cattle. What is not generally realised by
pecple is the amount of money invested
in primary production. If we hear of a
new industry of £10,000,000 or £12,000,000.
we are amazed. So I took cut a few flgures
which I think could be of interest to the
Committee.

I mentioned that there were 1,750 active
farmers and none of them would have spent
less than £5,000 in actual structural im-
provements. Therefore that would be
nearly £9,000,000. The land has been
cleared for not less than £20 an acre so
that would amount to over £22,400,000 in-
vested in clearing. The value of the sheep
is just over £3,000,000, while the cattle
would he worth £2,000,000. The total in-
vestment by private individuals in that
area is therefore somewhere in the vicinity
of £36,000,000.

1 think we should realise this when we
hear of such a project as the Kwinana
refinery which involves an investment of
ahout £40,000,000. We would think that
was marvellous but we do not even realise
that in the little portion of the State ta
which I have referred there has heen at
least £36,000,000, and it could be up to
£50,000,000, invested in primary production.

It is admitted that the Government has
provided rail and road services, port facili-
ties, and other types of facilities, but there
is definitely a need for the provision of a
research station in that area to assist in
solving a few of the problems which I will
mention.

There is a point which I would like to
make. It struck me as rather ridiculous
the gther night when it was suggested that
primary producers were trying to get rid
of a certain industry because it was going
to damage their particular type of indus-
try. There are no other people in this
State or anywhere In the world, except
primary producers, who share their know-
ledge so readily with one another. A
farmer is only too willing to share his
knowledge with his neighbour in order that
his neighbour might improve his produe-
tion.

The problems on the south coast are
these: Due to the long damp summers we
have there and the very average seasons,
we have quite a few problems with stock



[Tuesday, 6 November, 1962.1

bealth for a start. The pastures estab-
lished on much of this new land, although
they grow prolifieally, are deficient in cer-
tain trace elements. I can mention such
deficiencies as cobalt and copper; also the
lack of sellium whirh causes muscle
diseases in lambs and the recent malforma-
tions in lambs.

Some people might say that these prob-
lems must have been solved pretty well
because over 1,000,000 sheep are heing
raised. However, they have been solved at
great cost to the primary producers and
the problems require further investigation
in order that primary producers might get
the hest out of their stock.

Another problem we have is the finding
of cereal crops of a suitable variety. A lot
of cats are grown in this particular area
and some farmers are getting up to 90
bushels to the acre. The general average
is over 60 bushels to the acre. Unfortun-
ately, the variety of oats is rather light
in bushel. The grain has a bad weight
covering and it stains very readily with
the damp weather which we generally have
at harvest time. This problem is costing
farmers a considerable sum of money.

We have not a good variety of barley for
growing in that district. With the close-
ness of the port and the reliable rainfall
in that area it could be a very heavy pro-
ducer of coarse grain. We also have a
problem to find what is the best of the
perennial grasses, Much of that country
is damp and could grow perennial grasses
and have permanent pastures of green
feed all the year round.

There is also the problem of excess
nitrogen and. lack of potash which causes
very weak stems in most of our grain crops.
Linseed has been grown successfully, but
further research is required. There sare
many such problems which should be in-
vestigated by a research station.

We have a research station at Esperance
and another very small one at Denmark,
which deals chiefly with dairy production,
but there is no other research station in
Western Australia which deals with the
problems that are associated with the
south coast of this district. This district
will eventually extend from Albany to
Esperance and probably 30 miles inland
from the coast. Most of its problems are
associated with my own electorate.

Another problem we have Is the control of
weeds which are causing considerable loss.
One in particular I would like to refer to,
but which is not noxious, is known as
samphire weed. This takes terrific toll of
the carrying capacity of the country east
of Mt. Barker and extending to Jerra-
mungup. In places it is so thick that the
sheep will not go into it in search of feed.
It has been suggested that this weed can
be controlled by cultural methods, and I
think it is a problem that should be
tackled.
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Another problem I would like to refer
to briefly on this particular vote is the
marketing of primary products. Whilst 1
realise that Governments have more to do
than worry about the marketing of primary
products I wish to make some comments
on meat marketing as it affects Western
Australia. Principally, I want to say
something about the export lamb market.
I believe that over the years growers in
Western Australia have heen—to express
it colloquially—taken for a ride as far as
expori lamb marketing is concerned.

Many years ago we heard a suggestion
that we had a 15 year-guarantee for export
lambs, and we were really excited about
the fact that there was a guaranteed
market. However, it was not generally
known that that price was not a guaran-
teed price to the producers but a
guaranteed price to the exporters. For
some years the price was ahove the
guaranteed price, so the guarantee did not
come into the question; but in 1960 the
price fell far below the guaranteed price,
and a suggestion was made that the pro-
ducers were entitled to some consideration
and some bonus on their exports to
England. But then it was found that there
waAsS no money in any fund to pay the
bonus, so it was claimed that no payment
could be made.

At the end of 1960, a payment of
some description was made by the British
Government to the Australian Meat
Board. It was then declared, in 1961, that
a honus of 2s. & head would be paid on all
lambs exported. But much to our amaze-
ment, it was again found that that pay-
ment was not to be made to the producers;
it was made to the exporters in the hope
that they would pass that payment on to
the producers. I know pf some cases where
sales were made and half the lambs went
to exporters and half to private buyers or
local butchers and the price was exactly
the same to the producer.

I would say without hesitation that no
payment was made to the producers at all.
The 2s. bounty was paid to the exporters
simply to make sure that they at least got
the price that was guaranteed. In 1962
we had another guaranteed price and it
was going to return the producers 1s. 1d.
a 1b. on the farm. To show how useful
the Australian Meat Board has been in this
matter, the normal price paid this year
by exporters—who have at last seen the
light a little—was 1s. 5d. a lb. There is
nothing more ridiculous than the Austra-
lian Meat Board guaranteeing the pro-
ducers 1s. 1d. when the price exporters paid
was 1s. 5d. a lb.

To show how useful that price is to pro-
ducers in this State I would draw atten-
tion to the fact that in 1938 I sold my
lambs to an exporter ot 73d. a lb.—all
weights, all grades, including rejeets. In
those days the basic wage was about £4
2 week and the price of superphosphate
was under £4 a ton and 7id. a 1b, was the
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price paid for export lambs. This year the
producers are told that they have a mar-
vellous chance hecause they have 8 guaran-
teed price of 1s. 1d. a 1b. for lamb. We all
know that the basic wape is at least three
or four times what it was in 1938, and
the price of super is twice what it was in
that year and the price of lamb is 50 per
cent. higher than then.

The point I am making is that whilst
many people talk about the marvellous
times primary producers are having and
what a marvellous thing it is % have a
guaranteed price, as I see it we would have
been far better off without the guaranteed
price because it has been of no use to the
producer.

I want people to know that meat
marketing still has many problems; and
although there is a tremendous increase
taking place in the production of meat,
it is very often at great cost to the pro-
cducer, I want to comment on the meat
market in general because I know jt is
universally accepted that meat i5 too dear
out of the shops and it is too cheap out of
the paddock. Unless somebody can con-
ceive some idea of getting meat to the con-
sumers at a price more in relation to what
is paid to the producer, then the producer
is going to be in a serious position.

Mr. H. May: What is the union doing
sbout it?

Mr. MITCHELL: I do not know. I do
not think it is doing very much about it.
A few years ago all bahy beef was sold in
the one pen: heifers 2nd steers. There
was no differentiation between the two;
and even today, when beef is dear, they
are still sold from the one pen. However,
when the price recedes to any extent the
heifers are sold separately from the steers
bhecause it is claimed that there is excess
fat on the heifers. The difference some-
times means £2 per 100. The most pecu-
liar thing is that when the stock is dear
there is no excess fat because they pay
the same price for the same pen.

All these things lead me to believe that
very close investigation is needed to bring
this matter before the neaple to see whether
we cannot do somethinT about straighten-
ing up the market so that everybedy will
get a fair deal.

Members opposite have spoken about the
apple industry and particularly about
marketing. T believe that some control
should be exercised over the marketing of
apples because nothing tends to give the
product a bad name more than some of
the rubbish which I have seen sold in the
markets of this State. I do believe that
scmething should be done to ensure that
a sufficient quantity of apples is kept in
the State to supply the local market at a
reasonable price.

The general tendency is to export as
much of the crop as possible, and often
the local market is left very short and
then we have fantastic prices such as are
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being asked this year. Admittedly, this
year the price was brought about by the
poor season. Very lithle fruit was exported
last year: but, in a normal year with a
normal crop, I believe ar assessment should
bc made of the quantity of fruit required
to supply the local market for the six-
month period between the picking and the
next season, and an average price should
be applied to it so that everybody receives
a fair return.

Mr. H. May: There should be some con-
trol over the cold storage facilities.

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes; that is so. It is
quite understandable that the export price
governs the loecal market, because if all
growers exported their crops we would
have fantastic prices on the locrl market,
and if all kept their erops for the local
ﬁ:arket they would get nothing at all for

So I think an assessment should be made
of the quantity of fruit that will be re-
quired for the local market. I am not one
of those who bhelieve that high prices for
this type of commodity are good for the
producer; I believe it is damaging te the
producer because he has a duty to supply
the home market first at a reasocnable
price.

Those are a few of my thoughts on the
Agriculture estimates. I beleive that we
have had a great advance in agriculture
during the last few years and I believe that
the advance will continue. However, we
must, as & Government and as & Parlia-
ment, do something to regulate prices
hetter than they have been so thai pro-
ducers will receive a just reward and at
the same titme consumers will receive qual-
ity products at a fair and reasonable price.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [11.29
pm.l: I would like to comment on the
remarks made by the member for Stirling
regarding the price of lamb. I was rather
astounded to hear that the guaranteed
price was 1s. 1d. per 1Ib. when it is some-
thing more than four times that price in
the shops. As was pointed out by the
member for Stirling, the price of super
and the basic wage have gone up four
times and the price of lamb has also gone
up four times; that is, to the consumer.
But, as he pointed out, the guaranteed
price for lamb is only 1s. 1d. a lb. and it
makes one wonder who is getting the pro-
fit in between. Or perhaps, as he sug-
gests, an inquiry by the Government inta
meat marketing might indeed be well re-
ceived by all sections of the community.
However, it was not on that score that I
rose to speak.

The first point I want to make is that
I was rather staggered on the 11th Octo-
ber, or some day before then, when seek-
ing & copy of the annual report of the
Department of Agriculture for the year
ended the 30th June, 19681, to find that
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report was not available. Whilst I have
not a great many agricultural problems
in the electorate I have the honour to
represent, there are a number of matters
which I wish to check. Accordingly I was
rather aghast to find that the only report
available was that for the year ended the
30th June, 1960; which is over two years
ago.

However, we have had the current report
tabled in the House today; but for the life
of me I cannot see why it should have
taken 17 months from the 30th June, 1961,
to get here. So far as the number of
pages is concerned, it is one of the least
of the Government's reports; and though
it does contain & variety of information,
most of the information on the individual
subjects is fairly condensed.

S0 I hope that the Minister will
see that the report for the year ended
the 30th June, 1962, will become avail-
able in less than 17 months; because, after
all, these reports become scmewhat re-
dundant as time passes, and when one
wishes to seek information on specific sub-
Jects it is necessary to make inquiries from
the department conecerned. This is very
often a waste of our time, of the Minis-
ter’s time, and of the time of the officers
of the department who have to prepare the
replies to the questions asked.

There is not only that fact which must
be considered. It would appear that it is
also a waste of money to put out depart-
mental reports, because of the late in-
formation they contain. The cost of these
reports must run into many hundreds of
pounds. I am sure some of them would
not be best sellers, but it must cost at least
£1 a copy for some of them to be pre-
sented. In this regard the report of the
Mines Department, particularly, comes to
mind.

On Thursday, the I11th October, T asked
the Minister for Agriculture what progress
had been made with the growing of
guayule rubber plants in this State, what
area was now under cultivation, and what
were the findings on this question of the
officer of the Department of Agriculture
who visited the United States. The Min-
ister’'s reply told me something I already
knew; that the report had been tabled on
the 14th November, 1961.

I was expected no doubt to content my-
self with that information. But, of course,
it was 12 months since that report was
tabled, and I was hoping that the question
I posed would bring out more up-to-date
information on this subject. I have a
reason for inquiring ahout this matter, and
I gather from what the Minister sald to-
night, that if approaches were made to
him he would be only too eager to make
information available to members on any
subject. T refer particularly to the cross-
fire that ensued between the Minister and
the member for Merredin-Yilgarn.
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In many respects the report on guayule
rubber that was tabled in November, 1961,
is quite amazing. It is certainly not a
very hopeful report; but on the other hand
it is certainly not a hopeless report. From
the tone of it I feel that the department
is no longer interested in even experiment-
ing with this type of plant. There are
many interesting points in the report.
but it also contains several contradictions,
and a number of amaging statements. It
may be as well if I refer to one or two
of them.

A rather important point is that syn-
thetic rubber has approached something
like half the world's rubber production.
This will become significant in some of
the remarks I will make later. It appears
that, as time goes on, more synthetic rub-
ber will be used in the United States. I
have no figures of the amount of synthetic
rubber and natural rubber used in Aus-
tralia; but owing to our lack of natural
rubber, and the fact that it is necessary
for us to import it, I should imagine we
would use more synthetic rubber than any
other country. But, as I say, I have noth-
ing to corroborate that statement. I would
like to quote the following paragraph from
the report presented to the Minister for
Agriculture:—

Techniques for successful produc-
tion of seedlings under irrigation were
developed but fleld establishment and
growth of transplanted seedlings with-
out irrigation has been generally very
poor and discouraging.

This is to be expected of this type of
plant, because it is patently clear from
information later in the repert that irriga-
tion is necessary in the early stages. The
plant is drought resistant, but until such
time as it is established one cannot expect
any plant under any conditicns to grow
and flourish.

I would like to read a couple of other
points taken from the report made by Mr.
N. Halse, research officer, Plant Research
Division, Department of Agricuiture. The
two major points he made are as follows:—

The production of synthetic rubber
has caused US.A. to have practically
no further interest in guayule. 32,000
acres of guayule planted as a wartime
project were not carried through to
maturity and harvested. Even the in-
vestigation programme of US.D.A. is
being concluded.

Once again we wonder why the project
was abandoned, particularly after so much
money was put into this scheme, and after
so much inguiry and research had been
made into the project, and even though a
recommendation was made that it be car-
ried on. Once again mention is made of
the fact that irrigation is needed in sandy
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soils, The same gentleman makes men-
tion that irrigation is needed in sandy
soils to get the plants established but then
he says—
. . . even though established plants are
known to be drought resistant.

Before I get off these notes, from the report
made to the Minister, I might say that
there was a report put in in August, 1960
by the Conservator of Forests (Mr. A. C.
Hartis) who had a look at the position in
Spain. He sald—

After 18 years investigation and an
expenditure of £A1,875,000 commer-
cial rubber production has not yet
been achieved.

One could imagine that to be quite reason-
able, and begin to despair that after 18
years the project should not be under way.
Buf of course this point has been taken
completely out of context; because later
on in Mr, Harris's report he points out
that the first seedlings have not yet heen
planted four years., Investigation has
been going on for 18 years, but I think it
would be something like three years and
three months since plantings got under
way at the time Mr. Harris’s report. So
it means that the success of the venture
has yet to be proved in many respects.
Again that is a completely unfair point,
particularly when specific mention s
magde of this fact; because it is taken out
of context,

There are other interesting facts in this
report, and in the reports from the re-
search officer of the Department of Agri-
culture. Some of the figures of successful
cultivation are not very encouraging in
many respects. The point that is patently
clear is that there are several areas in
Western Australia which are apparently
quite suecessful for the growing of the
guayule rubber plant. One such area
appears to be Lancelin, where there is 96
per cent. success. The other areas are
around Kalgoorlie. The fact that plant-
ings took place, and were successful, does
not indicate that the whole project would
be successful; because, possibly, at many
of these places the land is just not avail-
able for the number of plants that would
have to be put out, But it does indicate
that there are places where guayule rubber
plants will grow successfully.

Naturally we would expect some of them
to fail, because it was merely an experi-
ment. All types of grounds should be
tried before the best area is selected to
cultivate these plants. There are various
other reports in the file that was lald on
the Table of the House; and one or two of
the points in the report of the Conserva-
tor of Forests are well worth mentioning.

1t is hardly fair to expect this man to
submit a reliable report, considering the
circumstances under which he was mak-
ing his investigation. The first page
of his report deals primarily with the
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language difficulty, In his report the con-
servator said that in the company of Senor
Ramos he visited the research laboratories
in Madrid, and discussed technical details
of extraction with him and Dr. Dorado,
who is a chemist-scientist of considerable
repute, but speaks only Spanish and
French. He said that Senor Ramos spoke
English reasonably well.

He then mentions that he went out to
one of the pilot establishments where the
first field started eight years ago. He
spent two days there. There, Senor Mon-
tesario who is also a professional forester,
spoke English only with difficulty, He
5ay5—

Conversation between us was of
necessity carried out in a mixture of
English, French, German, Spanish,
and at times even Latin—a somewhat
painful process but nevertheless with
careful checking we were satisfied that
the information had been correctly
received.

If one is speaking these languages which are
foreign to most Australians, I should
imagine it would be a painful process; and
it raised some doubt in my mind as to
the satisfactory checking that has been
claimed in the report. Furiher down he
mentions and apologises for the fact that
he was unable to speak Spanish.

So the report goes on. Much of i,
together with some of the attachments
that were laid on the Table of the House, is
written in Spanish which, I think, raises
some difficulty as to interpretation. It also
appears it has raised some difficulty in
interpretation so far as the members of
the Forests Department are concerned
when they were trying to relate the in-
formation that the Spanish statistics gave
with types of tests that were carried out
in Westerm Australia,

The last part of the file deals with &
research that was carried out during 1981
by Mr. W. J. Halse, research officer of the
Department of Agriculture. He visited the
United States to study some aspects of the
tobacco industry in that country and he
was also reguested to look st the guayule
position at the same time.

Once again Mr. Halse seems to have
drawn a blank, because many of the people
he was given to contact had either retired
from the departments at which he was to
contact them; were working at other jobs;
or were unavailable, and could not see him.
I understand Mr. Hugh Anderson, who was
greatly interested in this project, was not
contacted by Mr. Halse, He said, “I did
not visit Hugh Anderson while in the
United States,” and then detailed two
people from whom he obtained informa-
tion: and listed five other people who were
unavailable to him.

Here again he comes out with much
the same old reasons as to why we should
not grow guayule in Western Australia, I
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see something sinister in this guayule pro-
duction. Wherever it has started to be
successful in the world, for some reason or
other the project eventuaily collapses. In
America they ecarried out extensive plant-
ings on approximately 32,000 acres; and
I understand there were plantings in South
America. In addition, we started some in
Western Australia. However, the Spanish
plantings look like being the only ones
that will be drawn to a successful conclu-
sion,

As I have pointed out, it is a plant that
needs careful care and attention in its
early development, but I wonder now what
kind of experience members of our De-
partment of Agriculiure had. Purely by
accident when 1 was in Los Angeles I was
contacted by Mr. Hugh Anderson through
a chance acquaintance. I was at the Uni-
versity of Southern California and some-
one asked where I came from and if I
knew anything of Mr. Hugh Anderson who
had been over there on many occasions,
I said, "1 do not.” He said, “I understand
Hugh Anderson is completely disgusted by
the reception he has had from the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia.” I asked
why this was so. I was told Mr. Hugh
Anderson came here with a guarantee of
something like $5,000,000 to invest in an
industry and was rejected by the depart-
ment.

I cannot believe this, although I have
spoken to Mr. Anderson; and I hope the
Minister, when he replies tonight, will ex-
plain the circumstances of it. Eventu-
ally I said, “If Mr. Anderson cares to con-
tact me and let me know his side of the
picture, I will be only too pleased to see
what I can find out when I get back to
Western Australia, because we can do with
$5,000,000 of capital investment.” The
next day Mr. Anderson contacted me. I
believe he tried to contact me the same
evening, but I was not at my hotel. He
told me that some time ago he made a
visit here to see how the investigations
were going: what progress had been made
with the trial plantings; and what the
future of the industry would be. He had
come to Western Australia with a guar-
anteed $5,000,000 to invest if he could
show his backers there was some likeli-
hood of successfully establishing this in-
dustry. I believe one of the hackers was a
firm called Sabre Pinon, which was very
interested in this type of industry. How-
ever, Mr. Anderson was met by complete
apathy on the part of the Government.

Mr. Anderson told me he had to wait
one week to see the Minister for Industrial
Development. I asked him if there was
any reason why this should be and he
said he did not know of any reason. He
offered some criticism in regard to the
way the experiments had been carried out
by the Department of Agriculture. He
felt there was a lack of knowledge in the
control of the plantings and the raising of
the seedlings; and that earlier in the
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piece there had been more collaboration
between him and members of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. However, on this
occasion there was a complete lack of in-
terest on the part of the department.

It was pointed out to me that the in-
dustry—although the Congressional Com-
mittee recommended that it be continued—
had for some reason been allowed to col-
lapse and that it was almost finished in
the United States. However, he consid-
ered Western Australia to be a likely
country to establish the industry; and
although he came out here possibly to
make a great deal of money, he was aghast
at the lack of interest the Government
had shown.

I believe that in America the recom-
mendation that the guayule rubber plant
be continued had been adopted and indeed
endorsed by the four top American rubber
companies. Therefore, it was something
to his amazement to find that as far as
the United States was concerned that
country did not intend to proceed. I
would like to know from the Minister when
he replies just what are the difficulties as
far as the Department of Agriculture is
concerned.

Is it indeed a fact, as claimed by Mr.
Anderson, that the Government did show
complete lack of interest in the project?
I would like to know why there were no
further plantings and what the present
position is in regard to the plantings that
were established and appeared to be suc-
cessful in some areas., I would also like to
know how interested the Government is
in this question. It appears to me that
the mighty oil companies which seem to
have so much sway with so many Govern-
ments in so many parts of the world may
have had a finger in this pie as they are
rumoured to have had a finger in the pos-
ition in the United States.

Mr. Anderson said that on his last day
in Perth he had been invited to a luncheon
by representatives of one of the oil com-
panies and had had a considerable fuss
made of him. Indeed, he said more fuss
was made of him than he ever got from
the Government. Because the oil ¢om-
panies are associated with synthetic rub-
bers, I wonder what bearing this could
possibly have on the complete and utter
collapse of the guayule rubber industry in
Western Australia. As I said earlier, the
whole thing seems to have collapsed every-
where in the world wherever it has been
established. I can see something sinister
in the actions of the oil companies,

Not only does this plant produce a good
rubber, but I understand the woed is good
for pulping; and that would have assisted
the paper pulp industry when it Is eventu-
ally established at Kwinana in 1968 or
later. If the Minister would care to com-
ment on any of the questions I have raised
I would indeed be interested to hear his
answers.
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MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [11.55
p.m.]: Mention was made of the apple
industry by the member for Merredin-Yil-
garn and the member for Stirling. I am
reminded that recently a Royal Commis-
sion was appointed to inquire into that
industry, and recommendations were made,
but up to date we have heard nothing from
the Government about the implementation
of any of those recommendations.

The Royal Commissioner recommended
that a stabilised form of industry should
be encouraged. He recommended—

The stabilisation of local market
prices for apples at satisfactory levels
is, no doubt, & matter that engages the
attention of the apple industry in each
State.

Apparently there is only one State which
has adopted a stabilisation scheme. It has
implemented a scheme to stabilise the
supply of apples to the local market and
the prices; and the prices are agreed upon
by the distributors and by a committee
appointed by the growers. The recom-
mendation of the Royal Commissioner, to
which I have referred, continues—

In that State, it appears that the
degree of organisation achieved in the
industry is sufficient to bring about
general adherence by wholesalers and
growers to prices determined at about
fortnightly periods by a committee
comprised of representatives of that
State's Fruit Growers' Association and
of its Chamber of Fruit and Vegetable
Industries, a wholesale merchants’
organisation.

Mr. Nalder: What State is that?

Mr. ROWBERRY: South Australia. I
draw the attention of the Minister to the
report of the Royal Commissioner. It
appears that in Western Australia too
much attention is paid to the export of
prime fruit and products, including lamb,
beef, and milk products. We should adopt
the suggestions made by the Royal Com-
misstoner to stabilise the local industry,
the local supply, and the local prices. I
am confirmed in this opinion by the fact
that the Farmers Weekly of the 30th Nov-
ember, 1961, contained an article hy Mr.
A. C. B. Maiden, the Director of the Bureau
of Agricultural Economics in Canberra.
He commented on estimates produced by
the bureau which pointed to a depressing
outlook for Australian agricultural pro-
ducers. He said that the folly of a situa-
tion where efficient producers of major
commodities are virtually forced to dump
their exports must be gradually dawning
on Governments.

That appears to be the position In West-
ern Australia. We have been advised that
if our costs are reduced we will be able
to expott our produce and gain overseas
markets. We seem to forget completely
that by so doing we would be forcing our
competitors to reduce their costs. We would
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be engaged in a cost-cutting war with our
competitors, as & result of which no ad-
vantage would be gained by anyone,
whereas if we adopted a system to bulld
up the home markets and home economics
we would at least have a stabilised back-
ground for our export products.

When reference iz made to adjacent
foreign markets and to the need to cut
down our cosits of production, I am re-
minded of the days of the last depression
when the people were told to tighten their
belts; that meant they were to cut down
on costs. By reducing our costs we would
be lowering our standard of living. In the
apple industry in Western Australia there
is a local market which used to ab-
sorb all the inferior fruit. Ineffcient
and unserupulous growers were encouraged
to unlead the inferior quality fruit on the
home market, because it was not accepted
for export. We should establish just as
high conditions of quality for fruit seld
for home consumption as that sold for ex-
port. I would like the Minister to take
notice of some of the recommendations
made by the Royal Commissioner to bring
about a set of conditions which will im-
prove the apple-growing industry.

Another matter I put forward for con-
sideration by the Minister concerns the
potato industry which at the present time
is at the cross-roads. The potato industry
of Western Australia is In danger of los-
ing the local market to the manufacturers
of potato flake, or what 15 more commonly
known as instant mash. I understand that
the president of the Potato Growers' As-
sociation of Western Austrelia is now in
the Eastern States examining the econo-
mics of establishing a factory for the
manufacture of frozen French fries. The
local potato, the Delaware, does not lend
itself readily to manufacture into potato
mash, because of its irregular shape and
because of the variety and number of eyes
it contains. This potato does not lend
itself readily to mashing and cleahing for
the purpose of flaking. It also has & very
high moisture content and this quality is
not suited to the making of instant mash
potato.

The instant mash product which is com-
ing on the market in Western Australia
has made great strides in the United States
of America. Nearly 75 per cent, of the
potatoes sold in the United States are sold
in the form of instant mash, and this as-
pect should cause us serious concern.
Potatoes grown in the Eastern States,
which are not imported into Western Aus-
tralia as fully grown potatoes, can enter
this State as Instant mash and destroy
our own potato-growing industry. So it
behoves us not only to look into the
economics of the making of these pro-
cessed types of potatoes but also to go into
the question of other markets.

I have reed that the Minister for Agri-
culture is opposed to subsidising primary
industry. However, I would suggest to
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him that to dispose of the likely surplus
of potatoes this year, other markets will
have to be found; and for that reason he
should consider subsidising the freight of
potataes to South-East Asia.

I previously quoted an estimate of the
cost of freight to South-East Asia and I
find that the estimate I gave then of £20
a ton was nesarer correct than I imagined.
Therefore I would bring to the Minister’s
attention the fact that much research is
necessary into the growing of a different
type of potato in Western Australia bhe-
cause this will definitely be necessary if
we are to keep this industry on its feet.

Members have heard me speak plenty of
times on tobacco. I cannot let this op-
portunity go by without once more bring-
ing it to the atfention of the Minister;
but on this occasion I am not going to
deal with the matter in my own words. 1
want to quote the sentiments of a tobacco
grower in Manjimup. Believe me he has
put the meaiter very much better than I
could myself. It is for that reason I
intend to read the following letter which
was some time ago sent to Mr. Ader-
mann:—

Dear Sir,
Western Australian Tobacco Indusiry

I wish to bring to your notice many
points concerning the failure of the
tobacco growing industry in this State
and request your Aassistance in the
problems met.

Firstly, tobacco growing was com-
menced over thirty years ago in this
area, and has bheen sold to manufac-
turers for some thirty years. The
growers were not informed that their
product was of no use, in fact they
were granted reasonable prices and as
in any primary industry since World
War I1, were virtually given the assur-
ance that reasonable sales would fol-
low similar production. However, al-
though the same type and quality of
leal was produced no sale was made,
and the whole industry thrown into
turmoil.

Consider that many such as myself
were immigrants to this country some
thirty-five years ago, and having com-
menced and held such an industry by
sheer hard work, find that after that
time a monopolistic attitude destroys
the best part of a life times labour.
This is not good publicity for the im-
migration policy to meet and I feel
quite strongly about this matter.

The tobaceo growers here in Manji-
mup did not squander the proceeds of
their crops, and any profits were re-
verted into improvements to the grow-
ing area mainly, by the purchase of
machinery, sinking of dams and sup-
ply of irrigation equipment to ensure
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a more reasonable method of produc-
tion, and insure against lack of water
when required. No Government con-
trolled or sponsored water supply is
available, and many thousands of
pounds were invested to gain private
supplies so necessary to enable an im-
proved production. The area cleared
and cultivated for such an intense
crop is not large, and therefore to use
the land available for any other pur-
pose for which a reasonably priced
outlet is available is almost impossible,
Should potato licenses be granted, can
we gamble with our already serious
overdrafts on there being no “glut”
and poor prices?

I understand that Western Austiralia
alone uses six and one-half million
pounds of manufactured tobacco each
year; we growers produced one million
pounds, but even this is not wanted
and in no way meets the mandatory
amount of 43 per cent use of Austra-~
lian leaf. We ask for a “fair go" and
the right to have our product marketed
reasonable, but the buyers monopoly
apparently does not desire to encour-
age W.A. nor the people who have
stuck by this State and town through
depression years until a reasonably
sized industry was apparently estab-
lished,

The local grower ran his farm in
business-like manner, which must be
proved by the number of successful
men, but unlike other business, manu-
facturers are permitted to ruin the
W.A, section overnight and bring to a
thriving agricultural area, heavy debts
to business firms, banks and so many
others, and a problem of unemploy-
ment to an area where such has been
unknown for a considerable time. Do
you consider that after such a long
period of farming tobacco, that 2 man
should be entitled to look forward to
some security in his declining years?
How can a man of 60 gain employ-
ment? To see your life's efforts virtu-
ally decay before you is not a pleasant
thought, but finances will not permit
the expensive clearing needed for other
industries which would require vears
to develop; nor can the present
development of our lands be used for
other purposes without costly modifi-
cations.

We had faith in this country and
the industry as the local inhabitants
had in us, and I feel that I can say
we are accepted as an integral part
of the Manjimup area and the State,
but whilst local persons and others
have given every encouragement and
possible assistance, this must be
limited, and we appeal to the Federal
Government to aid the people who
have developed this once thriving in-
dustry.
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Would you accept this letter as an
appeal on behalf of growers in W.A,
as well as personal and to hriefly
summarise I request you consider the
following:—

(a) Our product is the same as
that purchased for years hefore.
Rothmans when first manufactur-
ing in Australia did actually use
tobacco leaf which was rejected
by other firms in 1956 year, and
this leaf was obtained in Western
Australia as well as other States.
Why is it now refused?

(b) We have been led to believe
that our industry was assured and
have placed all our life’s sav-
ings into its requirements. Why
should we be destroyed in this
way?

(c) We are willing to grow pro-
duce which will he purchased. 1Is
there no law of the Commaonwealth
to provide us with some form of
protection from the destruction
caused by monopolies?

(d) Our future appears hope-
less. Is there any encouragement
by way of Commonwealth assist-
ance, financially or otherwise, to
grant us some security in future?

(e) We have given over 30 years
of our working life to establish
a once flourishing industry. Is the
Government considering this peint
in its deliberations and the fact
that a man’s confidence in this
land has been severely shaken?

(f) Is there no way in which
you could assist by permitting us
our share of placing our product
with manufacturers?

(g) Please advise your Govern-
ment's intentions concerning the
future of this industry. You will
be aware that our creditors can-
not afford to be ignored, and a
large sum is owed in Manjimup
alone to those whose actions in a
private capacity have assisted the
whole indusiry from its infancy.
You would he aware that farms
values would represent a capital
investment of a sum in the vici-
nity of two million pounds; but
this is now in jeopardy due to the
heavy_overdrafts and other debts
of which I presume you are also
aware, Most prowers are facing
threatened prosecution and some
complete bankruptey which means
the loss of home and lands not
easily gained in earlier trying
years.

Therefore I appeal to your Mr,
Adermann to fully consider our plea
for a "“fair go” and hope that you

and the Government can quickly im-
prove the lot of the W.A, tobacco
grower.

Yours faithfully,

I do not intend to add any more to that.
I leave it to the Committee.

MR. TONKIN (Melville—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition} [12.15 am.]1: T listened
with the greatest of interest to the mem-
ber for Victoria Park who obviously had
given careful study to the attempts—the
perfunctory attempts, I might say—to
establish a guayule industry in Western
Australia. I feel that in connection with
this matter an opportunity is being—if it
has not already been—completely lost to
Western Australia. It seemed to me, when
this was fArst brought under my notice,
that this offered the best possible prospects
of any profect then offering for develop-
ment in this State on a very large scale.

It must be bhorne in mind that during
the war the Governments were frantic to
establish the growing of natural rubber,
and quite a lot of money was spent in
experimenting with a view to establishing
the plant in this country. With the end
of the war the work practically ceased, but
not altogether; and those who were in
charge of it lost interest. Mr. Hugh
Anderson, who had considerable experi-
ence in the United States of America, was
prepared to devote his energies to the
establishment of an industry based on
guayule, and to that end he came to West-
ern Australia and interviewed the Minister
for Industrial Development; and he may
have spoken to other Ministers.

He reported to me from time to time
that he was extremely disappointed at
what was being done; but so that I would
not jeopardise his chances, I kept quiet on
the matter. I felt that if I started to be
critical of what was being done here, the
Government would immediately become
political about it and would leave Anderson
to his own devices, So, although I felt
that some gingering-up was necessary, I
did not take any action in connection with
what Anderson complained about, and I
waited to see what would develop.

Unfortunately the Government seems to
have done little more than ordinary routine
planning, which would have been done in
connection with anything in the experi-
mental stages. I felt that here was some-
thing which demanded the closest atten-
tion, and if we had been the Government
I would have very strongly urged the Min-
ister for Agriculture to select two or three
officers from the Department of Agricul-
ture and to send them abroad to those
places where guayule was being successfully
grown, in order to ascertain what the re-
quirements of the plant were; because I
believe that if a proper effort had been
put forward successfully to grow this plant
in this State, then an industry worth many
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millions of pounds to the Commonwealth
would undoubtedly have heen established
to the great advantage of our people.

Instead of that, we have had some half-
hearted attempts to get a few plants to
survive here and there, with no real con-
certed effort to grow the plant successfully.
My experience is that if one sets oneself
out to grow a plant, one can grow it. It
may be that it is not economic to grow it;
but that has to be shown. I have yet to
legrn that Nature will not respond if a
proper study is made of the requirements
of a2 plant; and it does not always pay to
take notice of the so-called experts in this
matter. We have got to examine what
is happening in a plant’'s natural state,
and then bring to bear upon the knowledge
we acquire in that way the results of
experimentation, so that we can effect
improvements.

I recall that 25 years ago I went into
a florist’s in Perth and asked to buy a
rhododendron. He immediately asked me
where I proposed fo grow it, and I said
in East Fremantle; he told me I should
ook for some other plant because a
rhododendron would not grow in East Fre-
mantle, Well, a rhododendron is growing
in East Fremantle and has been growing
there for 25 years; because I saw to it that
the plant got what it required; and al-
though it is growing surrounded by lime-
stone sand, it is a healthy, thriving plant.

That experience leads me to helieve that
if the Government would set itself out to
prove whether or not this plant can suec-
cessfully be grown in Western Australia,
it would prove it, provided it is prepared
to do it in a thorough and a competent
mannher. ITn my view, what is reguired init-
ially is that we should take some officers
from the department here and send them
abroad. What did the Minister for Rail-
ways do when he wanted to learn more
about the railway systems of the world?
He did not rely upon textbooks which could
be found, but he selected his most com-
petent officer in Western Australia and
sent him abroad, to see for himself on the
spot.

That is what I would do with regard
to any product I wanted to establish in
Western Australia—get hold of somebody
with some nous and send him abroad with
instructions to find out how to grow this
plant, even if it meant going around the
world to do it. T would send him to Mex-
ico and let him see the plant growing in
its natural state. I would send him to
Spain, and let him see the large area
there which has been planted in guayule,
and find out what are the soil require-
ments and other requirements, and then
attempt to grow it in Western Australia.
Only after the most exhaustive tests would
I be prepared to accept the situation that
this plant cannot be successfully grown
in Western Australia.

2401

Now that is all that is needed to be able
to get for this State an industry of tre-
mendous value: to be able successfully to
grow the plant here, The finance was
availahle for the processing. Anderson
had a processing method which had al-
ready successfully, in the pilot stage, pro-
duced a rubber which was superior to the
natural rubber of commerce—Hevea rub-
ber, I think they call it. University tests
had demonstrated that guayule rubber was
sueperior in the various requirements to the
natural rubber which is in general use
commercially, Anderson was satisfled
that the economics of production were de-
finitely on the side of guayule rubber. It
required to be able successfully to grow
it in this State; and if that could be done
the way was open for very considerable
development.

Tonight the Minister for Agriculiure
never even gave the subject & reference.
Although in the report which was tabled
last year it was mentioned that further ex-
perimental plantings were to be made we
were not even given a line to indicate what
the resulés of those plantings were, and
whether they were good, bad, or indif-
ferent, That suggests to me a lack of
enthusiasm and interest which is most yn-
satisfactory and most dizappointing.

No wonder Anderson feels that the Gov-
ernment lacked enthusiasm for this pro-
position. It is obvious from what the
member for Victoria Park said that he
has gained the same impression as I have
gained in connection with this matter. 1
think it is deplorable that such an oppor-
tunity should be missed because of our
failure to proceed in the way I think we
should have proceeded, and in the way the
Government has proceeded with some
other propositions which have come for-
ward.

It fell over backwards to encoutrage Aus-
tralian Paper Mills to put forward its
establishment date a year or two; and it
gave B.H.P., which already had most of the
iron ore resources of Australia, a further
one as an inducement for it to speed up
its establishment. If the Government had
shown half that enthusiasm for this pro-
posal of Anderson’'s I think we might have
got somewhere. But it seemed to me that
the proposition was regarded as just some-
thing in connection with which somebody
had to make a bhit of a show and it was
nobody’s particular responsibility to
achieve results.

I am reminded of what an ex-Governor
of Western Australia, the late Sir James
Mitchell, said in connection with the land
settlement scheme in Western Australia.
When he was anxious to put the group
settlements in, and to speed up the pace
at which they were being established, he
was having some difficulty in getting the
land supplied which was required to estab-
lish these farms. So he called in one par-
ticular gentleman who said, “Sir; we just
can't find the land that your scheme
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requires”; and Sir James said to him, “If
you can’'t I will soon find somebody who
can.”

That is the spirit I would like to see
adopted in connection with the growing of
guayule. To the officer who says, “We
just ean’t grow it in Western Australia,”
I would like to say, “If you can't then
stand aside, because I am poing to find
somebody who can.” To do that I would
get a man, or two men, and send them
abroad to find out what this plant requires
in order to become established. It would
be worth spending some tens of thousands
of pounds if, as a result of the inquiry, and
the consequent effort, we could demon-
strate that guayule could successfully be
grown on a large scale in Western Aus-
tralia; because it would form the basis of
a very valuable industry for Australia.

It would not only provide an extra
benefit for the people engaged in primary
production—and a very welcome one it
would be for them—but it would also pro-
vide opportunities for employment at the
secondary industry level as well. It would
mean the saving of a good deal of ex-
change for the Australian Commonwealth.
When the prize is worth so much, initial
‘qvestment would he fully justified, and I
lluld like to see the Government make a

termination to test this right out and
really get into it with some enthusiasm to
prove whether the job can be done, or
whether it cannot.

I have seen the reports in connection
with what has already been tried, and I
was impressed with the very good results
which werée achieved without much effort
at Mingenew. Although some reports said
that the plants which were examined there
did not give a satisfactory result, Anderson
was quite happy with what the plants had
shown at Mingenew, and he so reported to
the people in the United States. This was
not a half-baked scheme; this was not
some proposition put up by somebody who
did not know what he was about. 'This
was prepared by somebody whe had spent
2 lot of time and money in going into the
question. But what has held it back has
been the fact that we have not yet been

able to demonstrate that the plant will

grow well in Western Australia.

I have insufficient knowledge of its re-
quirements to he able to make a pronounce-
ment on that, but Anderson says that he
is satisfied that it will grow here, and grow
well if a proper attempt is made to estab-
lish it. He has stated that more than
once, and he is firmly convinced it will
grow well in Western Australia. If that
be so I think it is up to us to do our
utmost to see that it is tested out properly.

In this brochure which was prepared
—*Proposed Project for Preduction of
Guavule Rubber in Australia®—a full
coverage is given of the various steps that
have been taken, the history of the initial
experimentation, and ¢f the project pro-
posal, the general plan, the pilot plan, and
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the various steps they were to take in the
establishment of what, in my opinian,
would have been a very worth-while in-
dustry., If I may I should like to quote
just a small section to emphasise what I
am saying, and I refer to what he calls
“The Australian Project Development'
which reads—

Following satisfactory demonstration
of the feasibility of the pilot-plant
pperation in Spain together with es-
tablishment of product acceptability,
the final and major stage would be set
for development of guayule on a large-
scale commercial basis in Australia.

Further on he states—

Quite apparently the compelling
reason for support of a guayule rub-
ber project by the Australian Govern-
ment relates to substantial savings in
foreign exchange which could be so
generated. For example, assuming an
output of 30,000 tons, the annual
savings to the country in terms of
foreign exchange would amount to he-
tween 15,000,000 to 20,000,000 dollars,
depending entirely on world prices for
rubber. While it is not believed that
tariff protection would be required in
order to make guayule rubber com-
petitive with the imported product,
the Australian Government has indi-
cated that such assistance would be
granted if necessary.

Quite evidently if, as 1s hoped, the
cost of growing and processing guayule
rubber on a large-scale basis can be
brought to a figure as low as 10 cents
a pound or less, the product will enjoy
a world market with a much greater
ultimate potential than that projected
in this report. However, for purposes
of initial project evaluation, it has
seen proper to confine the project to a
size whose outpul could be entirely
absorbed by the Australian economy.

It was indeed an ambitious plan. In my
view it was soundly based, but dependent,
of course, on being able to grow the plant
in Western Australia. I hope the Govern-
ment will display more enthusiasm for it
than it has to date, and put forward a real
effort in an endeavour to see if this in-
dustry can become estahlished in the State.
It may be that we have lost our chance,
but I hope we have not. Nevertheless, I
think the Government should do its utmost
to retrieve the position if it is at all
possible.

MR. NORTON {(Gascoyne) [12.36 a.m.1:
I was extremely interested in the remarks
made by the Minister when he introduced
his estimates, although he did not say a
great deal concerning them. What inter-
ested me particularly was his desecription of
the salaried technical personnel who were
entering the department. About 10 days
apo 1 attended a fleld day at Gascoyne
Junection. I do not think one has been
held there before. It was surprising to me
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to find that an officer stationed at Wiluna
had to be obhtained to assist with the
lectures given by an officer from Perth and
two officers from the North-West Branch.
All of those men from the Department of
Agriculture were experts in their own field
and they conducted an exceptionally fine
field day.

The function was attended by many
pastoralists from stations scatiered over
a wide area, some of them travelled up to
a. distance of 180 miles to attend the fleld
day, It wos also extremely interesting to
note that most of them were accompanied
by their overseers, jackeroos, or one of
their steff who took a keen interest in the
lectures and demonstrations which were
conducted. One point that was emphasised
very clearly by the holding of the field day
was the great shortage of agricultural
advisers and technicians in the North-
West Department. In Carnarvon there is
only one agricultural technician to serve
all the surrounding pastoral area, From
the information I was given I do not
believe there is any officer stationed at
Pilbara. In Carnarvon one agricultural
technician is statiomed, but he does not
operate in Carnarvon but in the West
Kimberleys.

S0 the Gascoyne district is virtually left
without any technical advisers to assist
those engaged in the pastoral industry.
At the fleld day quite a number of pastor-
alists made requests of Mr. Suiidendrop
to obtain some advice on the rehabilita-
tion of their pastures and their eroded
areas. Quite & number of them have their
own ploughs and tractors to get on with
the job. However, in making a tour of the
area before the elections I received four
requests for assistance to be handed to the
Department of Agriculture to prevent land
being eroded in the area. So far, owing
to the lack of advisers or technicians,
nothing has been done.

I would point out that every station has
its own peculiar difficulties. Each station
has its own particular type of herbage and
it is only by a study of the herbage that
agricultural advisers can extend to each
station the advice that is sought. At this
field day the lectures on the rehabilitation
aof pastures had to be given in general
terms. It was surprising to me to see these
officers working in the field prior to the
holding of the field day. They went
around searching for indigenous plants
which had practically disappeared from
the area. They were looking for saltbush,
but they found only one or two species here
and there in that area where originally
saltbush species were prolific. It is salt-
bush and other herbage that have to be
rehabilitated.

Erosion in the river areas is becoming
worse as each year passes. If water con-
servation is to be effected {n the Gascoyne
area the rehabilitation of pastures must
take place. I point out to the Minister
that the sheep population in those areas has
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markedly decreased over the years. How-
ever, I would also point out to him that
the wool c¢clip is extremely high. When
introducing his Estimates the Minjster
said that the average wool clip for the
State was 9.2 lb. per grown sheep. I
asked him particularly if he were referring
to grown sheep because I want to quote
the figures from the ahstract of statistics
for local government in respect of wool
clips for the Gascoyne-Minilya, and Upper
Gascoyne areas.

It is interesting to learn that the Gas-
coyne-Minilya area has the second largest
clip per sheep in the State. This clip is
exceeded only by that obtained from the
sheep in the Kalgoorlie district which, in
1960, averaged 11.2 1b. per sheep. How-
ever in that district there were only 77,800
sheep, whereas in the Gascoyne-Minilya
area, for the same year, the average clip
was 10.4 1b. per shorn sheep. That is not
per grown sheep but for every sheep shorn.
That is a different proposition from the
clip obtained from a grown sheep. The
216131;@1.921- of sheep shorn that year was

The Upper QCGascoyne area is not far
behind with an average of 10.1 1b. of wool
per shorn sheep, the number of sheep
shorn that year being 158,526. So the
Minister can see that the industry is well
worth further study and investigation so
that assistance can be given to the pastor-
alists. This is a district which can produce
wool considerably more than the average
throughout the State. Its production is
exceeded by practically only one other
district; namely, the Kalgoorlie district.
If the sheep population can be increased
the wealth of the district will be increased
accordingly. Everything is available and
waiting for the word “go”. What is
urgently required is the services of tech-
nicians and advisers to assist and advise
pastoralists to do the job in a proper
manner as is being done in the Kimber-
leys.

Dingoes are another problem in those
areas. With the vermin tax being in-
creased, I think it is only right that
doggers should be made available to
assist and advise pastorslists to get rid of
the dingo menace. These dogs are gradu-
ally creeping in further towards the coast;
and, in fact, in one or {wo areas they are
encroaching right on to the coast. Several
requests have been made for a dogger to
be allocated to perhaps seven or elght sta-
tions for a short period to effect a certain
amount of organised trepping in that area
to rid it of dingoes.

These dogs are now getting in and
around the station homesteads and to a
certain extent are cross-breeding. They
are not cross-breeding with Alsatians be-
cause there are none in the area. But the
crosses that could result would be far
worse than the Alsatian cross; because
they are ecrossing in a number of cases



2404

with the kangaroo dog. The dingo-kelpie
cross is also very bad, because the pups
then inherit the cunning of the dingo,
and the brains of the sheep dog. These
dogs are becoming a particular problem.
Everything that can be done should now
be done to control this pest, with a view
t0 maintaining the numbers of sheep
within the area,

When speaking on the Noxious Weeds
Act Amendment Bill earlier this evening
I mentioned that weeds were heing spread
to quite an extent through chaff and fod-
der. It is my opinion that properties
carrying noxious weeds should not cut
<rops for chaff or fodder. If they do these
commodities should not be allowed to leave
the district; because bags will spill over
when they are being transported by road,
and the various weeds which are foreign
to particular districts can be scattered over
a large area, and even now can be seen
growing along the roads throughout the
electorate.

One that has caused me a great deal of
concern is the saffron, or star thistle, which
was found north of the Murchison River.
While the patch in question is only a small
oneg, it could develop very quickly. On the
other hand, who is to say there is not a
considerable number of other patches al-
ready within the electorate; or even in the
Pilbara district, in whatever area the
fodder is transported? It would probably
be hard to locate such a patch. But if one
lot of seeds of saffron or star thistle have
been shed, then I have no doubt that other
seeds have also been carried to other parts
of the electorate.

I would like {0 support the member for
Melville, and the member for Victoria
Park, in what they had to say about
guayule rubber. There are two areas in
my electorate which would be eminently
suitable for the growing cf guayule rubber.
One of these areas has a rainfall equal
to Geraldton with a growing period of just
over four months. The rainfall would be
in the vicinity of 12 inches and the area
has a climate recommended for the grow-
ing of the plant. By that I mean it has
its cold weather, its drought conditions,
and good drainage.

The other area to which I refer had
a blanket thrown over the country for the
production of cotton, but nothing was ever
done about that, and it is still lying there
idle. Iif is in a good rainfall disirict; it
is well drained, and completely suitable for
the production of guayule rubber.

As the member for Melville said, one
can grow any plant if one perseveres long
enough. That has been proved In the
north-west with the kapok bush. This
plant originally started growing from a
pillow that was left in an old bed. It grew
in a particular spot for many years, and
did not spread. Then all of a sudden it
spread throughout the area, and went mad
—as the saying goes. Since then the kapok

[ASSEMBLY.]  J

seed has heen sown in other parts of the
North. It has been tried throughout the
Gascoyne electorate, and nearly everybody
who has tried to grow kapok has heen
successful with one or two plants. It is
peculiar that only one or two plants will
grow for years and years; the plant will
then become acclimatised and spread like
a pest. On one station that I have in mind
there were only two or three plants grow-
ing a few years ago. Today, however,
there are acres of kapok growing.

Only the other day I noticed one or two
plants growing at the Lyons River Station.
I was told that these plants had been grow-
ing there for several years, but they could
not be induced to spread. I have seen
many odd plants throughout the district.
and I have no doubt that once they be-
come azcclimatised they will go ahead and
spread all over the place.

I think the same can be said for the
guayule plant. One must persevere with
it until it hecomes acclimatised to the sur-
rounding district. I think that the main
trouble in the introduction of this plant is
that no one person in the Department of
Agriculture has been made wholly respons-
ible for its propagation. It has been left
to various officers throughout Western Aus-
tralia, in different experimental stations,
to carry out the experiments. Had it been
placed in the charge of one man, and had
he carried out the research into it, and
ensured that the experimental areas that
were planned, were planted properly, and
kept the records himself, we might have
got somewhere. One man should have been
responsible for the development of the
industry.

He would probably have come up with
the idea put forward by the member, for
Melville, and suggested a visit to other
countries to see how it was grown there.
He would then have come back with a
great deal more knowledge about the grow-
ing of this plant, and I have no dgoubt that
we would have seen this valuable industry
develop in Western Australia.

A few years ago I persuaded the Minister
for Agriculture to introduce bean-grow-
ing regulations in Carnarvon, particularly
for the export of beans to South Australia.
That proved to be a very successful move.
Inspectors were appointed at Carnarvon,
where they are still operating. They in-
spect every bag of beans that goes to the
Eastern States to ensure that it is of No. 1
grade. PRBut these inspections are falling
down very badly in Perth; and I blame
the Department of Agriculture entirely
for the fact that the regulations here have
broken down.

The regulation states that every bag of
beans which is exported from the West
shall bear the name of the owner. The
name of the owner, after the beans have
passed through the market, is not the
grower. Therefore, any beans exported
from Perth markets must be repacked in
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clean bags so that they do not bear the
name anhd brand of the grower. But what
is happening is that the Adelaide market
is held 14 hours ahead of the Perth mar-
ket. The agents in Adelaide know what
beans are available, and they ring through
to the various agents here and ask them
to forward by plane or train certain quan-
tities of Carnarvon beans. What takes
place is that these heans which come to
the local market, are mostly second-grade
heans. The agents send a certain number
of these bags over, and onhly attach a card-
board label to the ears of the hag, so that
when the beans arrive in Adelaide they
cannot be distinguished from those sent
direct by the growers.

I believe the reason for this is that there
are an insufficient number of inspectors. It
would not take long for the market in-
spectors to find out whether beans were
being sent by plane or by rail. If they
are being sent by rail they are practically
being sent off the market floor. Not only
are these beans a reflection on the quality
of the Carnarvon beans, but they are also
a definite reflection on the price. If the
merchants in question had to repack the
beans according to regulations and pass an
inspection, very few of them would get
through to Adelaide. In fact, it would not
be worth while to re-bag them in new
bags, to stencil them, and then have them
checked by an inspector,

T would appeal to the Minister to see
this regulation is properly policed for the
next year so far as this end is concerned,
because the growers at Carnarvon are
policing it and sending away the best of
beans. It does not give them much
encouragement if they find that second
grade beans are being sent away, as that
builds up a had name. We cannot reject
any beans from the market because they
are all gooed for human consumption; and
some people want to pay less while others
are prepared to pay more. However, when
we are exporting a commodity we are en-
titled to demand that a top-grade hbean
be sent.

I would now like to mention a point
which I raised last year when an amend-
ment to the Fruit Cases Act was brought
down. I have sinece watched this posi-
tion and find that the supermarts are
buying bulk fruit in secondhand cases in
the roll in pack and are buying direct from
the grower. This sort of thing happened
in America some years ago, and because of
it the supermarts very quickly killed the
ordinary fruit markets which controlled
the buying and selling of fruit in many
areas.

The trouble is that supermarts put out
cellophane packets containing five, seven,
or 12 1b. of fruit at certain prices and call
them a special. But, believe me, when one
buys that fruit it is no special. Those
packets contain all the rubbish in the
world. Whilst one may think he is getting
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a lot for his money, he is actually being
taken down as regards the quality he is
buying. I have seen this position lately
in respect of oranges. I purchased a bag
to see what the fruit was like, and six
oranges were rotten, The position is some-
what similar with regard to apples, and
probably many other lines of fruit.

I think the fruit growers would be well
advised to try to stop this direct selling
in bulk packs to the supermarts because,
if the growers can keep the supermarts
buying on the open markets they wiitl get
more of a standard price for their vro-
duce. This will mean the public purchas-
ing the fruit from a retailer will be able
to buy better quality fruit even though the
price may be a little higher. If the public
do not want the better fruit they can
purchase second-grade fruit at cheaper
prices. This position should be looked
into. I would like to see people buying
good quality fruit at a reasonable price;
but this is not the position when one buys
fruit in bags from the supermarts, as
mentioned earlier.

MR. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [12.58 a.m.]l: Although I will
not be able to provide tonight all the in-
formation members have sought I will see
that it is given to them at a later
date by letter from my office. The mem-
ker for Beeloo mentioned fruit-fly control.
It was also mentioned by the member for
Boulder-Eyre and, I think, one or two
other members.

There has been a determined effort on
the part of the Government to at least
try to control the spread of fruit fly. We
have taken very active measures to see if
that position can be brought about; and
we have conducted experiments which have
proved successful. In several country
towns a successful fruit-fly haiting scheme
pas been introduced. First of all a vote
is taken of the ratepayers in the distriet
concerned; and provided over 50 per cent.
of the ratepayers vote in favour of a com-
pulsory scheme it is introduced.

A compulsory scheme is being introduced
in Albany this year, A vote was taken
and the majority of the ratepayers sup-
ported it. We have also had a communica-
tion from the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
areas to see whether or not some scheme
could be introduced there next year, We
have supplied the necessary information
and I understand a poll will be taken.

The experiments that have been carried
out have proved 100 per cent. control. I
think the member for Narrogin might be
prepared to indicate the success of the
scheme that was introduced to Narrogin
last year. I understand it was 100 per
cent. effective. Information in regard to
these schemes is available to any district:
and we are trying to see if it is not possible
{0 introduce a similar scheme in the met-
ropolitan area as we are desirous of know-
ing whether the same measures could be
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introduced and what effect they would
have. Members will realise the difficulty
that could be encountered, hut we are
going to make an effort to see whether
or not a compulsory scheme—similar to
those conducted in the country—can be
introduced in the metropolitan area.

We will have to look for suitable districts
so far as geographical lay-out is con-
cerned; and this is being done to see
whether a compulsory scheme would be
sucecessful in the metropolitan area.

Mr. W. A, Manning: It is certainly suc-
cessful in the country.

Mr. NALDER: Yes; that is so. The
member for Beeloo also referred to prob-
lems experienced by poultry farmers. We
certainly appreciate that position; but I
would point out that as far as Western
Australian producers are concerned they
are receiving a better price per dozen for
their eggs than any other producer in any
State in the Commonwealth. These flgures
are available in the last report that has
just been published, and if the honourable
member would like that information I
would be pleased to get it for him.

As members are aware, the Egg Board
in Western Australia has on it three pro-
ducers. The board has done an excellent
job; and those members who recently at-
tended the opening of the new Egg Board
premises in John Street, West Perth, will
no doubt be satisfled that the hoard is
a great asset to the indusiry in Western
Australla. The export of surplus eggs has
been a matter which the board has watch-
ed closely. The manager has been overseas
on & number of occasions recently and this
has paid dividends. Not only has the
number of markets been increased, but the
quality of the product produced and ex-
ported from this State has been raised.

The member for Merredin-Yilgarn men-
tioned the Argentine ant. In my opening
remarks I stated that for Argentine ant
control there is an allowed increase of
£6,000 to bring the amount to £26,000.
For the past two years the difference be-
tween the £20,000 allocated and the actual
cost has been obtained from the credit
balance remaining in the fund of the old
Act. This source is now exhausted and
provision is made for the anticipated cost
for the year.

The Argentine Ant Control Board has
been continuing its efforts very satisfac-
torily. It has been able to continue to
contain the Argentine ant in the areas to
which the honourable member referred.
There have been several reports of out-
breaks which have occurred in various
country towns, but these have been dealt
with and the position is well under control.
The chairman of the board reported to me
recently that he was quite satisfled with
the efforts which have been made to con-
trol the Argentine ant. I feel sure the
problem is well under control.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Reference was made by several speakers
to the apple industry. The Government
proposes t¢ introduce an amending Bill to
the Agricultural Products Act in the next
day or two. This Bill has been requested
by the fruit growers of Western Australia.
The Royal Commissioner who investigated
the conditions and problems of the apple
and pear industry in this State suggested
the propaosals in the Bill were necessary, in
order to assist the industry by contrelling
the sale of understandard and under-
grade apples. No doubt there will he
general support for such a move, the idea
of which is to ensure that the consumer
gels a reasonable product at a reasonable
price.

The proposal is to appoint inspectors
whose duty it will be to ensure that the
grade of apples placed on the local market
will be the grade that is sold to the con-
sumer in the shops. At the present time
some supermarkets purchase the whole
erop of an orchard at a price which is at-
tractive to the grower, and under which
the grower is not required to pack or to
grade the fruit. The suggestion is that
undersized and undergrade apples should
not reach the local market. At the regquest
of the fruit growers the Government is en-
deavouring to stabilise the industry.

Mr. Kelly: Would that not automati-
cally raise the price of apples?

Mr. NALDER: The consumer would be
paying for a quality apple. This scheme
will bring about the stabilisation of prices
and will place apples on the local market
in a reasonable condition. If one were
to purchase apples in & shop one would be
given apples of a different quality from
what. one wanted to purchase, unless one
knew the storekeeper. Speaking from s
personal experience, I asked for a certain
welght of fruit in a shop and the store-
keeper brought the frult from under the
counter. When it was placed on the scale
I noticed it was not of the same quality
as the fruit offered at the price shown in
the window. I asked to see the fruit and
found it was understandard. I told the
shopkeeper I was purchasing the quality
of fruit that was displayed and I would
have none of poorer quality.

Mr, H. May: What quality did vou get?

Mr. NALDER: I got the quality displayed
in the window, The idea of appointing
inspectors is to ensure that the grade of
fruit which is permitted to be sold on
the local market reaches the customer.
Details of the scheme will be made known
when the Bill is introduced.

Mr. Hawke: Would not that interfere
with free enterprise?

Mr. NALDER: The Government did
agree to a Royal Commission being
appointed, at the request of the fruit-
growing industry. The Royal Commis-
sioner came from South Australia, investi-
gated the problems in the industry, and
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made recommendations. They were
accepted by the fruit-growing industry, as
a result of which the fruitgrowers re-
quested the Government to take the neces-
sary steps. The Government agreed to
accede to the request of the fruitgrowers,
and that is the reason for the introduction
of the measure.

Mr. Cornell: What happens to all the
good quality apples now?

Mr. NALDER: The majority are ex-
ported. In recent weeks a very good
quality apple was placed on the market.

Mr. Hawke: Including very poor ones
also.

Mr. NALDER: The Bil} will overcome the
position.

Mr. Hawke: What will happen to the
poor quality apples under the new set-up?

Mr. NALDER.: They will not go on the
market—the same as happens to poor
guality potatoes and eggs. The member
for Merredin-Yilgarn referred to the
dairying industry and to the dairy farm
improvement scheme, This matter comes
under the Minister for Lands who will
comment on it when he speaks to the
relevant vote,

Another point raised by the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn concerns the availability
of reports on research stations. One field
day, and in some cases two field days are
organised by the Depariment of Agricul-
ture in almost every research station, and
on those occasions & pamphlet or hooklet
is made available to those in attendance,
In the pamphlet is a complete resume of
the activities for the year, showing the
experimental work, the production, and the
type of work on which the station has
concentrated.

I have one such pamphlet before me
relating to the field day held at the
Boddington centre in 1962, There is not
a research station at that centre but
several of the farmers, in conjunction with
the local authorily, requested that experi-
mental work be carried out there. This
vear the department embarked on a pro-
jecet which has reeeived much publicity in
the Press, and much enthusiasm from the
growers. This booklet is available to any
member who is inierested. I have also
here the pamphlet issued during the
pasture field day at the Merredin research
station. I understand a grain field day is
also held at that centre, I shall be only too
pleased to furnish members with copies if
they desire the booklet, We are receiving
requests from other State for these book-
lets from people who are interested in the
work being carried out.

Copper supplies were mentioned by the
same honourable member. He was quite
right when he said that a committee had
been set up to investigate the position. A
committee of departmental officers was
appointed te look inte the availability of
copper for superphosphate production
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and, in consultation with the superphos-
phate manufacturers, a satisfactory
arrangement has been made for this year's
supply. Also, encouragement is being
given to those engaged in the mining of
copper to produce a more highly-concen-
trated product, a higher price being paid
for such product. This arrangement has
been well received by those concerned and
has even encouraged some of them to in-
stall machinery to upgrade the copper.

We are investigating other supplies, and
I have just received information that 20
tons of ore have been sent from a mine
north of Norseman—I cannot think of the
name of the place—for testing, and it has
been stated that that ore has a very high
percentage of copper. However, we are
not yet in a position to comment in this
regard,

The honourable member stated that
dairy production in this State had drop-
ped. As you know, Mr. Chairman, this
year the dairy areas of the State suffered
one of the worst seasons on record. It
was one of the longest and hottest sum-
mers and one of the driest antumns. The
honourable member will recall that this
season started very late and this factor
also contributed to the lower production
in the dairying industry in this State.

Mr. May: It is going fo be worse
under the E.C.M. too.

Mr. NALDER: The member for Boulder-
Eyre made reference to the position in
Kalgoorlie of the sheep arriving in this
State having to be sent to Fremantle to
be shorn. I am glad the honourable mem-
ber mentioned that, because I want to say
that we have been giving this matter as
much publicity as possible. It has heen
made very clear in this State and in the
Eastern States that sheep coming to West-
ern Australia must have no more than
half an inch of wool; or, in other words,
no more than six weeks must have elapsed
since they were last shormn. As 1 have
said, this fact has been advertised; and if
those in the Eastern States will insist on
ignoring the requirements of this State,
then they must be prepared to put up with
the consequences when the sheep get here,

Many sheep have arrived in this State
with much more than half an inch of
wool on them, and consequently they have
had to be sent to Fremantle to be shorn.
We are Investigating this matter in an
effort to make a reasonable approach to
the problem; but we do not want to en-
courage people to think that it is all right
to send the sheep to Western Australia
because when they arrive at Kalgoorlie
they will be sent for shearing. We want
to impress upon those in the Eastern
States that they have & responsibility in
this regard.

They have a responsibility alse in con-
nection with cattle. Recently a number
of cattle were brought nver here, but when
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they arrived they were found fo be covered
in Bathurst burr. This is a problem we
have to face, and I do not think that any-
one will disagree with the work being done
by our officers at Kalgoorlie.

The member for RBoulder-Eyre also
stated that we do not have very many
plant geneticists here. That may be so,
but we are making a very determined and
successful effort in cultivating wheat,
barley, and oat plants, because they have
been successfully grown on a large scale.
I refer particularly in this regard to the
introduction of the Avon oats. Much
publicity has been given to this plant,
which has been a very heavy producer,
particularly in the wetter parts of the
State. Reference should also be made to
the Ballidu variety which has found a
market overseas which no other country
or State can take away., We are produc-
ing this quality oats which is being sought
after by European buyers.

The question of veterinary officers was
raised. I did make special mention of this
subject when I introduced the estimates,
but for the information of those who did
not hear me at the time I reiterate that
there are 45 cadets in training, compris-
jng 27 agricultural students and 18 veterin-
ary scientists, of whom 12 are training in
the Eastern States and six are completing
their first-year study in Western Aus-
tralia. ‘Three of those training in
the Eastern States are expected to finish
their course this year and will be avail-
abhle for work in the department.

We have offered every encouragement
to0 anybody interested in this course of
veterinary science, and the results of our
efforts in this regard are encouraging.
However, we are still not satisfied. We want
more trained; and we are making a de-
termined effort to make up the leeway and
fuifill the need of so many of our stock-
producing areas.

The member for Stirling mentioned the
desirability of the establishment of a re-
search station in the lower Great Southern.
*This matter has been brought to the notice
of the Government during the last year
or so, but I think the decision of the Gov-
ernment not to proceed with the establish-
'ment of a research station there at this
stage is a wise one, and I will give the
reasons for this contention.

As members know, the setting up of a
research station involves a considerable
amount of money. I was privileged last
Fridey to journey to the lower part of the
Great Southern to attcnd = field day at
Eojaneerup. Quite a humber of members
might not know where that is. The
easiest way to describe it is to indicate
that it is bordered by the Gnhowan-
gerup Shire Council and the Plantagenet
district. It is just east of the Stirling
Ranges and is an area in which the Gov-
ernment has recently thrown open quite a

- [ASSEMBLY.]

lot of land. I wouyld say that all the pro-
perties there, with the exception of one,
are new properties in the early stages of
production.

The department has now readily avail-
able a lot of information on the problems
associated with that particular area and
it is our task to get that information over
to those settlers, many of whom are new
to the State. Not only is it necessary to get
the information over to them but to get
it over to them as quickly as possible to
assist them in the initial stages of the
development of their properties. And that
is the biggest problem I would say—to get
the information over guickly so that they
will be able tp overcome a number of the
problems we know will be associated with
the early development of those areas.

Therefore it is our earnest desire to make
available personnel to interview these
people to help them with the problems not
only of development but also of stocking
the areas, I think all members would
agree that money spent in this way will
be money well spent; and it is important
to do this work now rather than wait for
several years to set up a research station
which would provide that information.

There was particular interest in the field
day which was conducted by the local
pasture improvement group. There were
approximately 250 people present. It
clearly indicated the interest which the
general farming public take in the work
which has been done by our officers. The
member for Stirling mentioned a matter
which is a problem affecting not only that
area but some of the war service land
settlement area of Jerramungup and
Gardner River—namely, fire weed. This is
a problem for which we are trying to find
a solution. Recent information indicates
that we are proceeding along lines which
will help us overcome that difficulty. It is
a weed which seems to develop immedi-
ately land is cleared, but after a certain
number of years have passed and the fer-
ti_lity of the soil inereases, the fire weed
disappears. Up to this stage we have no
definite information with reference to it.

The members for Victoria Park and Mel-
ville spoke at length on the position of
guayule rubber in this State. When I took
over the office of Minister for Agriculture, a
considerable amount of experimental work
had been conducted to see whether or not
guayule could be grown in Western Aus-
tralia. In 1959 I travelled many miles to
check up on and to inspect plots of guayule
which had been planted and grown for
two years prior to that time. In every
case, without exception—and I emphasise
the words “without exception’; although
I did not see the Mingenew plofs, I was
at Carnarvon, Kalgoorlie, Espearance,
Gardner River, and Jerramungup—the
plets were a very poor type. They had not
responded to all types of treatment. Any-
one who did not know anything about
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the plant at first sight, would have said
that they were a very poor product. There
was no indication that guayule could be
grown successfully here, However, we con-
tinued and we are continuing our efforts.

Mention has been made of a Mr.
Anderson, an interested person from
America, who came here and said he
was not satisfied with the experimental
work which had been carried out.
work which had heen carried out by the
department had been done under the Jin-
structions of Mr. Anderson. He came here
with a bookful of ideas and said, “This is
the way I want this experiment carrfed
out”’; and it was carried out on his
instructions,

The department went further than that.
It carried out other experiments, using
various trace elements and superphosphate
under varying conditions in all areas of the
State, but without success. Thousands
and thousands of pounds were spent by the
department. We had men who had nothing
else to do but attend these plants to see
whether or not it was poessible to grow
them. I honestly felt last year, after that
long period of four to five years' experi-
mental work, in an endeavour to cultivate
these plants to a point where they could be
successfully grown, that it was a complete
fajilure—that they could not he grown.
We have tried everything possible to grow
this plant successfully. Information has
been made available from other countries,
and we honestly believe it will not grow,
especially on a basis which would be
economical.

If we could find any futher information,
I am sure we would be prepared to continue.
We are continuing with a limited number
of experiments, but even at this stage I
cannot honestly say they will prove suc-
cessful. It is no good trying to establish an
industry—even though we are offered
$1,000,000—if we cannot grow the raw
material successfully. We have made every
effort to see whether we can grow guayule
successfully.

The member for Gascoyne mentioned
that the field day which was held in the
Gascoyne area was & success. That illus-
trates the point I made that very much
interest is being displayed by pastoralists
and farmers generally in the experimental
work which is being carried out on the
field days which are conducted in the vari-
ous areas of the State. He made reference
to bean inspections. I know that inspec-
tions are being carried out at Carnarvon,
but I am not fully aware of the position
to which he referred—mamely, the packing
of the beans here and in the metropolitan
area and sending them to Adelaide. How-
ever, I will have that matter investigated,
and I will seek his adviece at a later stage
on other matters to which he referred. 1
thank members for their support.

Vote put and passed.

The:

2409

Votes: College of Agriculiure, £69,654;
Agriculture Protection Board, £42,531—
put and passed.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by Mr. Court (Minister
for Industrial Development),

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance Surcharge) Bill,

2. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance)
Act Amendment Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greenough—Premier): I
move—
That the House, at its rising,
adjourn until 2.15 p.n, today (Wed-
nesday)

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.35 a.m.
{Wednesday)
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